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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION 
OF ALL RIGHTS TO USE WATER IN 
THE GILA RIVER SYSTEM AND 
SOURCE 

W1-00-001234 (Consolidated) 

Contested Case Nos. 
W1-11-001432; 
W1-11-002401; 
W1-11-002590; 
W1-11-002666; 
W1-11-002844; 
W1-11-002696; 

W1-11-003326; 
W1-11-003372; 
W1-11-003325; 
W1-11-003329; 
W1-11-003429 

ORDER SETTING DEADLINES 

CONTESTED CASE NAMES:  In re San Pedro Watershed, various contested cases 

REPORT INVOLVED:  San Pedro River Watershed Hydrographic Survey Report 
(“HSR”)  

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The order sets deadlines regarding processing of 
stockpond certification and attendant draft abstracts. 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 8 
On August 14, 2026, the Arizona State Land Department (“ASLD”) and the Salt 

River Project Agricultural Improvement and Power District and the Salt River Valley 

Water Users’ Associations (collectively “SRP”) filed comments to the Arizona 

Department of Water Resources (“ADWR”) June 30, 2026, status report regarding 

stockpond certification for stockponds that are part of contested cases in the San Pedro 

watershed. Both ASLD and SPR provided comments on ADWR’s recommendations to 

resolve duplicative filings, typographical errors, and inconsistencies between land 
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ownership and basis of right ownership. 

Through ASLD’s comments it appears the agency is assuming any revised 

abstracts shall be filed by ADWR.  However, since there are so few parties to these 

contested cases that possess the resources and skills to adequately draft proposed 

abstracts, where there is a party who can do so, it is the preference of the Court that the 

task should not be shifted to ADWR.  

All relevant parties were notified of ADWR’s June 30, 2026, recommendations, 

therefore any party who did not provide comments is deemed to have agreed with the 

ADWR recommendations.  

IT IS ORDRED that the following actions will be taken for the identified 

contested cases: 

Contested Case No. W1-11-003455 (formerly W1-11-19A) 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

111-19-002-SP00l
ADWR shall file an updated abstract that relies on 3R-1651 
and Certificate of Water Right (“CWR”) 2978 as the 
appropriate basis of right for this claim no later than 
October 9, 2026.  

Contested Case No. W1-11-001432 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

112-14-027-SP004

1. ASLD shall file an assignment for Certificate of Water
Right (“CWR”) No. 3002 (Application No. 3R-1576) no
later than October 9, 2026.

2. Within 14 calendar days of ADWR’s completion of the
assignment, ASLD shall file an amended abstract with
the updated basis of right and priority date.

112-14-027-SP006

1. ASLD shall file assignments for CWR No. 3126
(Application No. 3R-1578) and CWR 3127 (Application
No 3R-1579) no later than October 9, 2026.

2. Within 14 calendar days of ADWR’s completion of the
assignment, ASLD shall file an amended abstract with
the updated basis of right and priority date.

112-14-027-SP007 As requested by ASLD, ADWR shall continue to move 
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112-14-027-SP00S forward the processing of 38-88650 and 38-88637 

Contested Case No. W1-11-002401 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

113-09-001-SP00l
113-09-001-SP00S

1. ASLD shall file an assignment for CWR No. 2188
(Application No. 3R-1149) no later than October 9,
2026.

2. Within 14 calendar days of ADWR’s completion of the
assignment, ASLD shall file an amended abstract with
the updated basis of right, and storage capacities.

Contested Case No. W1-11-002590 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

113-09-019-SP00l
113-09-019-SP008
113-09-019-SP009
113-09-019-SP011
113-09-019-SP013

1. ASLD shall file an assignment for CWR 3884
(Application 3R-2545), CWR 3885 (Application 3R-
2546), 38-88841, CWR 3972 (Application 3R-2537), 38-
33795, CWR 3878 (Application 3R-2538), 38-88478,
and CWR 3973 (Application 3R-2539) no later than
October 9, 2026.

2. Within 14 calendar days of ADWR’s completion of the
assignment, ASLD shall file an amended abstract with
the updated basis of right and priority date.

113-09-019-SP014
ASLD shall file an amended abstract replacing 38-88483 
with 33-96695 and updating the priority date no later than 
September 25, 2026.  Additionally, ASLD shall withdraw 
application 38-88483. 

Contested Case No. W1-11-002666 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 
113-12-011-SP00l
113-12-011-SP002
113-12-011-SP003
113-12-011-SP004
113-12-011-SP006

ADWR shall move forward with the certification process for 
the filings as requested by ASLD.  Within 30 calendar days 
of certification, ASLD shall file an amended abstract with 
the updated basis of right and statement of claimant.  
Additionally, ASLD shall withdraw any remaining duplicate 
applications. 
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Contested Case No. W1-11-002696 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

113-09-017-SP00l & SP002
113-09-017-SP005 – SP009
113-12-003-SP002 – SP008
113-12-003-SP010 & SP011

As requested by ASLD, ADWR shall proceed with 
processing only 38 applications claimed by ASLD.  
Within 30 calendar days of ADWR’s completion of 
certification, ASLD shall file amended abstracts with the 
updated basis of right and statement of claimant.  ASLD 
shall withdraw any remaining duplicate applications.  

113-12-003-SP009

As requested by ASLD, ADWR shall proceed with 
certification for application 38-88602. Within 30 calendar 
days of certification, ASLD shall file an amended abstract 
with the updated basis of right and removal of all other 
applications listed in the abstract. 

Contested Case No. W1-11-002844 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

114-03-005-SP00l
ASLD shall file an amended abstract replacing 38-94290 
with CWR 4136 (Application 3R-2020) on the abstract and 
updating the priority date no later than September 25, 2026.  
Additionally, ASLD shall withdraw application 38-94290. 

Contested Case No. W1-11-003325 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

115-05-001-SP006 As requested by ASLD, ADWR shall proceed with the 
certification of 38-88368. 

115-05-001-SW002
115-05-001-SW005
115-05-001-SW006

ASLD shall file an amended abstracts correcting 
typographic errors for the bases of right no later than 
September 25, 2026.   

Contested Case No. W1-11-003326 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

115-05-004-SP002 ASLD shall file an amended abstract that includes only 38-
88424 no later than September 25, 2026.   

115-05-002-SP002
115-05-002-SP005
115-05-002-SP006

1. ASLD shall review these claims and confer with ADWR
to ensure the points of diversion and points of use for
each declared basis of right are accurately located and
identified by name.  Any necessary amendments or
assignments shall be filed by ADWR no later than
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October 9, 2026. 
2. Within 14 calendar days of ADWR’s completion of any

amendments or assignments, ASLD shall file an amended
abstract with all necessary updates.

3. As requested by ASLD, ADWR shall proceed with
certification of 38-88675 and 38-88813.

115-05-004-SP003

ADWR shall proceed with certification of application 38-
94529.  Within 30 calendar days of ADWR’s completion of 
certification, ASLD shall file amended abstracts with the 
updated basis of right, including removal of 38-25564. 

115-05-DB-001-DM00l
115-05-DB-001-IR00l
115-05-DB-001-IR002
115-05-DB-001-IR003
115-05-D B-001-SR001
115-05-DB-001-SW00l

ASLD shall file amended abstracts removing unnecessary 
38-filings no later than September 25, 2026.

Contested Case No. W1-11-003329 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

115-05-005-SP001
115-05-005-SP003
115-05-005-SP014
115-05-018-SP004
115-05-018-SP006 & SP007
115-05-018-SP011 & SP012
115-05-018-SP014 – SP0018

1. Because of the recent land exchange, BLM shall
complete any necessary assignments no later than
November 6, 2026.

2. Within 14 calendar days of ADWR’s completion of
the assignment, BLM shall file amended abstracts
updating PWR ownership.

3. BLM shall identify any PWRs that may have
duplicative filings or stockpond applications and
coordinate with ADWR regarding the appropriate
filings and withdraw duplicates where possible.

Contested Case No. W1-11-003372 

Potential Water Right # Special Master’s Order 

115-05-053-SP00l
1. ASLD shall review the claim and confer with ADWR to

ensure the point of diversion and point of use for 33-
36731 are accurately located and identified by name.
Any necessary amendments or assignments shall be filed
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by ADWR no later than October 9, 2026. 

2. Within 14 calendar days of ADWR's completion of any 
amendments or assignments, ASLD shall file an amended 
abstract with all necessary updates. 

Contested Case No. Wl-11-003429 

Potential Water Right# Special Master's Order 

114-03-005-SP0OI As requested by ASLD, ADWR shall proceed with the 
certification of 38-8870. 

IT IS FURTHERORDERED that next update on stockpond certifications shall 

be filed no later December 31, 2026. 

Signed fuis£aay o~~~!:!!....!'.~~ -----

Special Water Master 

The original of the foregoing was delivered to 
the Clerk.:_--o.f the Maricopa Coun!X Sl,lperior 
Court on ~l UM, ~j n I <trf2l.o for 
filing and distributing a copy to all persons listed 
on the Court approved mailing list for this 

ested cas . 
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Combined mailing list for these contested cases 
09/08/2026 

Carla A. Consoli 
May Potenza Baran & Gillespie P.C 
1850 N. Central Ave, 16th Fl 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 

Charles L. Cahoy, Asst. City Attorney 
Phoenix City Attorney's Office 
200 W. Washington 13th Flr. 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 

Clerk of the Superior Court 
Maricopa County  
Attn:  Water Case 
601 West Jackson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 

D. Brown, J. Brown, A. Brown
G Perkins, B. Heiserman, B. Pew
Brown & Brown Law P.C.
PO Box 1890
St. Johns, AZ 85936

David Jacobs, Kevin Crestin 
& Eric Wilkins 
Arizona Attorney General 
Natural Resources Section 
2005 N. Central Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 

Javier Ramos & Michael Carter 
Gila River Indian Community 
Office of the General Counsel 
P. O. Box 97 
Sacaton, AZ 85147 

Jeremiah Weiner 
ROSETTE, LLP. 
120 S. Ash Ave, Suite 201 
Tempe, AZ 85281 

Joe Sparks & Laurel Herrmann 
The Sparks Law Firm, P.C. 
7503 First St 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251-4573 

Josh Edelstein Phoenix Field Solicitor  
Office of the Solicitor 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Sandra Day O'Connor US CTHS 
401 W. Washington St., Ste. 404, SPC 44 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 

Karen J. Nielsen 
Arizona Dept. of Water Resources 
1110 W. Washington, Ste 310 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Mark McGinnis, Michael Foy,  
Katrina Wilkinson, Kathryn Ust 
Salmon, Lewis & Weldon 
2850 E Camelback Rd Ste 300 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Merrill Godfrey, Brette Pena 
& Radiance Campbell 
Akin Gump Straus Hauer & Feld LLP 
2001 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 

Susan B. Montgomery & Robyn Interpreter 
Montgomery & Interpreter PLC 
3301 E. Thunderbird Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85032 

Sherri L. Zendri 
Special Master 
Central Court Building, Ste 3A 
201 West Jefferson 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2205 

Michael J Mercer 
20975 S. River Rd 
Mammoth AZ 85618 

Lauren J Caster, Sean Hood 
2394 E Camelback Rd Ste 600 
Phoenix AZ 85016 

Michael J Pearce 
40 N CENTRAL AVE 20TH FL 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 

Janet & Jim Bingham 
PO BOX 675  
SAN MANUEL, AZ 85631 

John Burnside 
1 EAST WASHINGTON ST STE 2700 
PHOENIX, AZ 85004-2556 

City of Sierra Vista 
2400 E. Tacoma Street 
Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 

City of Benson 
P. O. Box 2223 
Benson, AZ 85602 
Arizona Game and Fish Commission 
5000 West Carefree Highway 
Phoenix, AZ 85086 

Charmayne G. Staloff 
U.S. Dept. of Justice - ENRD 
Tribal Resources Section  
PO Box 7611, Ben Franklin Station 
Washington , DC 20044 

John E. Smith 
PO Box 57 
Maricopa, AZ 85239 
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Mark J. Widerschein 
U.S. Dept. of Justice - ENRD 
Natural Resources Section 
PO Box 7611 
Washington, DC 20044 

Stephanie A. Smallhouse 
Bayless and Berkalew Company 
10805 N San Pedro River Road 
Benson, AZ 85602 

David Gehlert 
U.S. Dept. of Justice - ENRD 
999 18th St, N. Terrace, Ste 600 
Denver, CO 80202 

John D. Burnside 
Snell & Wilmer, L.L.P. 
One E. Washington St, Suite 2700 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2556 

L. William Staudenmaier
Snell & Wilmer, L. L. P.
One E Washington St Ste 2700
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Lauren Caster 
Fennemore Craig, P.C. 
2394 E Camelback Rd Ste 600 
Phoenix, AZ 85016-3429 

Lucas J. Narducci 
Snell & Wilmer, L.L.P. 
One E. Washington St Ste 2700 
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2556 

Sean Hood 
Fennemore Craig, P.C. 
2394 E Camelback Rd, St 600 
Phoenix, AZ 85016-3429 

A. Ritchie, J. Sutton, B. Velasco
San Carlos Apache Tribe
Office of the Attorney General
PO Box 40
San Carlos, AZ 85550

Andrew "Guss" Guarino 
U.S. Dept. of Justice - ENRD 
Tribal Resources Section 
999 18th Street, N. Terrace, Ste. 600 
Denver, CO 80202 

Matthew O. and Anna M. Magoffin 
Magoffin Family Trust 
34625 W. Klondyke Rd. 
Willcox, AZ 85643 

Lackner Brothers Partnership 
Don Lackner 
33652 W KLONDYKE RD 
WILLCOX, AZ 85643 

RR & K Kramme Plllp 
26764 W HIGH CREEK RD 
 WILLCOX, AZ 85643 

Sierra Bonita Ranch 
Jesse Hooker Davis 
3316 E Second St 
Tucson, AZ 85716 




