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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA 

IN RE THE GENERAL ADJUDICATION 
OF ALL RIGHTS TO USE WATER IN 
THE GILA RIVER SYSTEM AND 
SOURCE 

W1-00-001234 (Consolidated) 
Contested Case Nos.: 

W1-11-001517 
W1-11-001617 
W1-11-002687 

W1-11-002744 
W1-11-002761 
W1-11-002860 

ORDER SETTING DEADLINES 

CONTESTED CASE NAMES:  In re ASLD-Kartchner (W1-11-001517); In re ASLD-
Mendivil (W1-11-001617); and In re ASLD-Kellog (W1-11-002687); In re ASLD-
Harris (W1-11-002744); In re ASLD-Clopton (W1-11-002761); and In re ASLD-Union 
North (W1-11-002860) 

REPORT INVOLVED: San Pedro River Watershed Hydrographic Survey Report (“HSR”) 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The order sets deadlines regarding revised abstracts for 
these contested cases. 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 5 

The Arizona State Land Department (“ASLD”) filed draft abstracts for these 

contested cases on three separate dates:  

September 10, 2026: W1-11-001517 - In re ASLD-Kartchner 
W1-11-002761 - In re ASLD-Clopton 

September 14, 2026: W1-11-001617 - In re ASLD-Mendivil 
W1-11-002687 - In re ASLD-Kellog 
W1-11-002744 - In re ASLD-Harris 

September 18, 2026: W1-11-002860 - In re ASLD-Union North 
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Comments were timely received by the Arizona Department of Water Resources 

(“ADWR”), the San Carlos Apache Tribe (“Tribe”), and the Salt River Project 

Agricultural Improvement and Power District and the Salt River Valley Water Users’ 

Associations (collectively “SRP”).  

ADWR’s comments for contested case W1-11-001517, In re ASLD-Kartchner, 

request clarification from the Special Master regarding documentation ASLD has 

historically used to support ASLD’s evidence of pre-1919 water rights claims.  ADWR 

requests direction on whether to consider Statement of Claim of Right to Use Public 

Waters of the State of Arizona (“Claim of Right”) #36-21799 as supporting evidence 

for all stockwatering uses within the San Pedro River Watershed claimed by the ASLD. 

If so, ADWR additionally requests direction on whether to include Claim of Right # 36-

21799 in each stockwatering abstract where ASLD is the listed owner.1   

ASLD’s Claim of Right #36-21799 includes evidence that ASLD intends the 

document as supporting documentation for ALL ASLD stockpond claims.2  Most, if not 

all, statements of claimant (“SOCs”) filed by ASLD also include a reference to Claim of 

Right #36-21799.3  

IT IS ORDERED that ADWR shall consider Claim of Right #36-21799 as 

supporting evidence for all stockwatering uses within the San Pedro River Watershed 

claimed by the ASLD, however it need not be listed separately on an abstract.    

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that whenever ASLD updates an SOC, the 

agency will confirm the SOC references Claim of Right #36-21799.  It is not necessary 

to update the SOC solely for the purpose of including a reference to Claim of Right 

#36-21799. 

1 W1-11-001517, ADWR’s Comments on Draft Abstracts, September 10, 2026, at 2. 
2 See PDF p. 21 of the imaged record for # 36-21799, available to view at: 
https://infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/SWDoc-42365/332X.PDF . 
3 See PDF p. 52 of the imaged record for #39-13417, available to view at: 
https://infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/SOCDoc-283995/39-13417.pdf. 

https://infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/SWDoc-42365/332X.PDF
https://infoshare.azwater.gov/docushare/dsweb/Get/SOCDoc-283995/39-13417.pdf
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IT IS FURTHER ORDRED the ADWR shall confer with ASLD regarding the 

discrepancies identified by ADWR, SRP, and the Tribe.  ADWR shall file revised 

abstracts that resolve these discrepancies no later than December 21, 2026.  In the event 

more time is needed for a particular proposed water right, ADWR shall file a status 

report in lieu of the draft abstract.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the requested filings on these contested 

cases shall be filed ONLY in the contested case associated with the filing. 

Copies of Court documents in case W1-11-001517 have been sent to the last 

known address of Roy W. McGoffin.  These documents have been returned to the Court 

with the notation that they cannot be delivered and cannot be forwarded.  Accordingly, 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED removing Roy W. McGoffin from the Court 

Approved Mailing List for case contested case W1-11-001517.  

Signed this 23rd day of September 2026. 

______________________________________ 
Sherri L. Zendri 
Special Water Master 

The original of the foregoing was delivered to 
the Clerk of the Maricopa County Superior 
Court on September 23, 2026, for filing and 
distributing a copy to all persons listed on the 
Court approved mailing list for this 
contested case.  

_____________________________ 
Emily Natale 
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Combined Court Approved Mailing List for these contested cases 
Updated 9/23/26 

A. Ritchie, J. Sutton, B. Velasco
San Carlos Apache Tribe
Office of the Attorney General
PO Box 40
San Carlos, AZ 85550
alex.ritchie@scat-nsn.gov;
jana.sutton@scat-nsn.gov;
bern.velasco@scat-nsn.gov

Clerk of the Superior Court 
Maricopa County  
Attn:  Water Case 
601 West Jackson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 

David Jacobs, Kevin Crestin 
& Eric Wilkins 
Arizona Attorney General 
Natural Resources Section 
2005 N. Central Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
NaturalResources@azag.gov 

Javier Ramos & Michael Carter 
Gila River Indian Community 
Office of the General Counsel 
P. O. Box 97 
Sacaton, AZ 85147 
javier.ramos@gric.nsn.us; 
michael.carter@gric.nsn.us 

Jeremiah Weiner 
ROSETTE, LLP. 
120 S. Ash Ave, Suite 201 
Tempe, AZ 85281 
jweiner@rosettelaw.com 

Joe Sparks & Laurel Herrmann 
The Sparks Law Firm, P.C. 
7503 First St 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251-4573 
joesparks@sparkslawaz.com; 
laurel.herrmann@scat-nsn.gov 

Karen J. Nielsen 
Arizona Dept. of Water Resources 
1110 W. Washington, Ste 310 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
knielsen@azwater.gov 

Merrill Godfrey, Brette Pena 
& Radiance Campbell 
Akin Gump Straus Hauer & Feld LLP 
2001 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20006 
mgodfrey@akingump.com; 
bpena@akingump.com; 
campbellr@akingump.com 

Susan B. Montgomery & Robyn 
Interpreter 
Montgomery & Interpreter PLC 
3301 E. Thunderbird Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85032 
smontgomery@milawaz.com; 
rinterpreter@milawaz.com 

Sherri L. Zendri 
Special Master 
Central Court Building, Ste 3A 
201 West Jefferson 
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2205 

Andrew "Guss" Guarino 
U.S. Dept. of Justice - ENRD 
Tribal Resources Section 
999 18th Street, N. Terrace, Ste. 600 
Denver, CO 80202 
guss.guarino@usdoj.gov 

Carla A. Consoli 
May Potenza Baran & Gillespie P.C 
1850 N. Central Ave, 16th Fl 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
cconsoli@maypotenza.com 
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Mark J. Widerschein 
U.S. Dept. of Justice - ENRD 
Natural Resources Section 
PO Box 7611 
Washington, DC 20044 
mark.widerschein@usdoj.gov 

Mark McGinnis, Michael Foy,  
Katrina Wilkinson, Kathryn Ust 
Salmon, Lewis & Weldon 
2850 E Camelback Rd Ste 300 
Phoenix, AZ 85016 
mam@slwplc.com; mkf@slwplc.com; 
klw@slwplc.com; kmu@slwplc.com 

C. Zay & Dorothy Clopton
3018 E. Seneca St.
Tucson, AZ 85716
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