
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA 
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MAR1COPA 

 
 IN THE MATTER OF IMPLEMENTATION OF ) 
 PROCEDURES TO SHARE IDENTIFYING        )          ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 
 INFORMATION FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH      )          No. 2005-055A   (AMENDED) 
 MENTAL ILLNESS_______________                 ) 
        
       WHEREAS:  Frequently, individuals with mental illness enter the criminal justice system 
through arrest or detention and while detained, are denied privileges and services, such as release 
from custody or mental health treatment, which would be otherwise available to them if the courts 
were aware of their illness, and; 
 
       WHEREAS: It is in the best interests of the public, individuals with mental illness in the 
justice system and the court to facilitate the delivery of mental health treatment services to 
individuals believed to have mental illnesses or impairments when those individuals come into 
contact with the justice system, and; 
       
       WHEREAS: The Privacy Rule of the Federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability 
Act of 1996 (“HIPAA”) specifically authorizes limited disclosure of protected information in the 
course of any judicial or administrative proceeding pursuant to a court or administrative order.  The 
Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”) in 45 CFR 164.512(e) (1) (i) authorizes disclosure of 
protected information “in response to an order of a court or administrative tribunal…” in any 
judicial or administrative proceeding.   
 
       WHEREAS: In order to facilitate the identification, assignment to specialized court calendars, 
and referral of such individuals to appropriate mental health care treatment agencies in an 
expeditious manner, it is essential that Arizona Department of Health Services, Maricopa County 
Health Finance Administration and the Maricopa Regional Behavioral Health Authority (RBHA) 
be able to share with the Maricopa County Superior Court through direct access database inquiries 
certain types of limited identifying information that will assist in appropriate case assignments to 
specialized court calendars and referrals to appropriate medical professionals to better provide a 
continuity of care for the mentally ill, 
 
       Accordingly, 
 
       IT IS ORDERED: 
 
       1. Arizona Department of Health Services and/or Maricopa County Health Finance 
Administration shall provide to  Maricopa County Superior Court administration  from the 
Maricopa RBHA’s entire client database of all past or present SMI consumers the following direct 
access real-time database information for all individuals who have been arrested or detained, or for  
individuals who are the subject of court proceedings pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes, Title 36 
and/or Title 14, and which information is available within said database and not otherwise 
prohibited by federal law,   
 



           a.     Name, and known aliases of the individual; 
           b.     Date of birth of the individual; 
           c.     The last four (4) digits of the individual’s Social Security Number; 
           d.     Whether or not the subject individual is, or has been previously, enrolled as a Maricopa                        
                   RBHA client in Maricopa County, designated as “seriously mentally ill” [“SMI”], 
           e.    Name and telephone number of the individual’s Case Manager. 
 
      2. The Maricopa County Superior Court, Arizona Department of Behavioral Health Services, 
Maricopa County Health Finance Administration, Maricopa County Correctional Health Services 
and the Maricopa County RBHA shall implement protocols for the release and exchange of 
information required by this order, in a manner that will accommodate routine as well as 
emergency requests for information  around the clock (24 hours a day, seven days a week), and that 
will permit direct, real-time database inquiries to be performed by designated Maricopa County 
Superior Court staff to search and access the information designated above. 
 
      3. The Maricopa County Superior Court shall maintain the confidentiality of all information 
provided by Arizona Department of Health Services, Maricopa County Health Finance 
Administration and the Maricopa County RBHA pursuant to this Administrative Order, and shall 
not disseminate such information to any   person or entity not under its supervision and control, 
except as provided by applicable law, rule or regulation.   No database queries into the SMI status 
of any individual shall be permitted by any designated Maricopa County Superior Court employee 
except for the limited purposes set forth in this Administrative Order.   
 
      4. Vacating the original Administrative Order number 2005-055 entered on April 1, 2005, and 
Administrative Order 2005-055A [Amended] entered on October 12, 2005, and substituting this 
Administrative Order in their place. This Amended Administrative Order number 2005-055A shall 
be effective immediately.  
 
               Dated this 15th day of October, 2007 
 
 
 
              _______________________ 
              Honorable Barbara R. Mundell 
               Presiding Judge of the Superior Court             
               for Maricopa County                            
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