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Rule 122.1

Allows use of all portable electronic 
devices in courtrooms/courthouse

Photos or audio/video recording in 
courtroom must comply with Rule 122

Most radio reporters will ask 
permission to use an audio recording 
device and/or microphone or they may 
submit a request

AO 2013-059: Use of camera in court 
buildings requires “express 
permission”

No cameras allowed to film in an 
empty courtroom without the Presiding 
Judge’s approval (TV commercials/
standups) 
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Rule 122: Cameras in the Courtroom

Basics of Amended Rule 

    

If a party timely objects OR the 
court plans to deny any portion of 
the request, the court must hold a 
hearing prior to the proceeding.

Judge’s division shall notify parties 
AND the media representative via 
email and may send a follow up 
minute entry. 

If the media fails to appear for the 
hearing, the camera request will 
be deemed abandoned and the 
hearing vacated.

Time for hearing: any time before 
proceeding for which request was 
submitted

Presumption in favor of cameras 
and access

Specific findings required to deny 
camera request

Limitations on coverage in rule:

* No recording when judge is off the
bench

* No jurors

* No attorney conferences

* No readable documents

* No cameras in juvenile proceedings




