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Judge Edward Bassett

Attention Judges

Each month, the Judicial Branch News will 
highlight a Judge(s) for its Behind the Bench: 
Judge Q-and-A. 

Judges please keep checking your inbox for 
your Q-and-A. (And please don’t hit the 
delete button) Thank You!

Judge Jay Adleman

What do you like the most about 
your current assignment?

As part of my criminal court 
assignment, I really enjoy working with 
prosecutors and defense attorneys to 
settle cases in ways that make sense 
for all of the parties.  I really enjoy 
settlement conferences.

What advice would you give a new 
lawyer?

My advice is simple: try to be the problem-solver in the 
courtroom.

What do you think has changed the most in the legal 
profession since you attended law school?

Without a doubt, technology in the courtroom (and its use by 
attorneys) has improved tremendously in the last 20 years.

What is your favorite thing to do when you are not 
working?

I enjoy spending time with family and friends.

What piece of advice would you give your 20 year old 
self?

Always be true to yourself and your own ideals …… the rest 
will take care of itself.

If you weren’t a judge what would you be?

I might have been the worst golfer on the PGA Tour …… 
otherwise, I would be practicing law somewhere.

What do you like the most about your 
current assignment?

Probate is a great assignment because 
you see many kinds of cases.  Recently, 
I have had 1) a will contest; 2) a case 
involving breach of a commercial lease; 
3) a case construing an agreement 
about a recording artist’s royalty. I have 
also had wrongful death and medical 
malpractice cases and sexually violent 
person commitment actions. 

What advice would you give a new lawyer?

If you want to work in the courtroom, spend a couple of hours 
a week there just observing (whether or not you can bill for the 
time) and then ask somebody you trust about what it is you 
observed.  The times when you see more lawyers in action 
are the best times, as you can learn from the interactions 
among the lawyers and with the judge.

What do you think has changed the most in the legal 
profession since you attended law school?

Technology, technology, technology.  I started in 1981, with 
the first PCs, and nothing is done now the way it was done 
then.  This is probably 90 percent positive, by the way.

What is your favorite thing to do when you are not 
working?

Travel.  

What piece of advice would you give your 20 year-old 
self?

“You can do anything – but you can’t do everything.”

If you weren’t a judge what would you be?

I worked as a journalist before law school, so I would guess 
that I would still do that.  I hope and assume I would be 
writing something.

Edward Bassett Jay Adleman
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Judge Kristin Hoffman Says Farewell

Presiding Judge Janet Barton 
greets new employees.

Court News

Left to right - Judge Lisa Flores, 
Judge Kristin Hoffman, Presiding 
Judge Janet Barton and Family Court 
Presiding Judge Paul McMurdie.

Recently, Judge Kristin Hoffman’s friends and colleagues celebrated her retirement as a Superior Court Judge at Durango 
Juvenile Court. 

In September of 2005, Judge Hoffman was appointed as a Judge by Governor Janet Napolitano. As a Judge, she presided 
over Civil, Criminal, Family and Juvenile Court calendars.

Previously, she served Superior Court as a Commissioner for four years. As a Commissioner, she spent approximately three 
years in Family Court and the remaining 20 months as a Criminal Regional Court Center Commissioner.

“Kristin was an exemplary Commissioner and Judge. For those of us who had the good fortune to work with Kristin on 
assignments, we know that she was always ready, willing and able to help out by either providing emergency coverage 
or taking over calendars when a judge had an emergency or was sick and couldn’t make it in. She was a “no complaints” 
kind of judge who just handled whatever came her way and then moved on to the next project. Because of her calm, 
levelheadedness and strong case management skills, she excelled on every assignment she was on,” Presiding Judge 
Janet Barton said.
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Employee Anniversaries
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* Information provided by the Human Resources Department.

5 Years

Martha Fields, Bailiff
Candace Atkinson, Justice System Administrator

Claudia Aguilar, Presentence Screener
Gregory Burkett, Adult Probation Officer
Joseph Coppola, Adult Probation Officer
Jermaine Jones, Adult Probation Officer

Rochelle Ruffcorn, Juvenile Probation Officer
Debra Zonnie, Judicial Clerk

Kimberly Churchill, Bailiff
Kyle Crosthwait, Judicial Clerk Supervisor

Kristopher Wisdom, Juvenile Probation Officer
Robin Bobbie, Court Reporter

Melanie Martinez, Judicial Assistant

10 Years

McKenzie Holt-Synk, Adult Probation Officer
Aaron Peterson, Adult Probation Officer

Rebecca Rowland, Adult Probation Officer
Scott Stoffel, Adult Probation Officer

Catherine Vasquez, Adult Probation Officer
Otilia Santos, Office Assistant Specialized

Andrew Baiza, Judicial Assistant - Classified
Lori Britton, Judicial Assistant - Classified

Tiffany Fotos, Bailiff
Pamela Harmon, Judicial Clerk Associate

Carol Ruelas, Judicial Assistant
Viorel Vrancea, Programmer/Analyst - Sr/Ld

Corrine Collins, Bailiff

15 Years

Rene Blake, Presentence Screener
Veronica Troxel, Judicial Clerk Associate

Shareef Muhammad, Counselor
Donna Jones, Judicial Assistant

Beatrice Moreno, Judicial Clerk Lead
Andrew Klein, Superior Court Judge

Lilly Quiroz, Judicial Clerk Senior

20 Years

Deanna Baker, Adult Probation Officer
Jason Hathcock, Adult Probation Officer
Paul McDonald, Adult Probation Officer

Shelly Perez, Adult Probation Officer
Karen Sanborn, Adult Probation Officer

Mario Figueroa, Juvenile Detention Officer
Eva Smith, Judicial Clerk Senior

Elisa Velasquez, Judicial Clerk Senior
Luann Keil, Judicial Assistant

25 Years

Gracie Hernandez, Judicial Clerk Senior
Grace Ku-Richards, Juvenile Probation Division Manager

Michael Garcia, Juvenile Probation Officer

30 Years

Lydia Navarro, Judicial Clerk Supervisor

Presiding Judge Janet Barton swears in the Judicial 
Branch’s newest group of security officers in the Old 
Courthouse in Phoenix.
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Law Library Update

AmeriCorps Training

The demolition in the new area for the Law Library Resource Center 
is almost complete. The framing is expected to start before the end 
of September. This view is as seen from near the west windows, 
looking toward the East Court Building.

Employee Onboarding

Recently, the Judicial Branch of Arizona in Maricopa County 
trained its newest group of AmeriCorps members. The newly-
trained AmeriCorps members, comprised of college students, will 
provide much needed legal information and personal assistance 
to individuals who come to court.

From left to right: Donna Arwine, Tracy Randall, Connie 
Scott, Elizabeth Campos, Angie Chavez, Ginger Gould and 
Dana Newbanks. 

Everybody loves payday! Many of us take for granted the 
behind-the-scenes efforts that occur so that everyone 
receives a paycheck. National Payroll Week is celebrated 
every September during the week of Labor Day, so we 
wanted to take the opportunity to recognize and thank our 
payroll staff!  This group works hard throughout each and 
every payroll cycle to process, audit and review multiple 
reports and timecards to successfully complete payroll 
accurately and on time. These ladies are dedicated to 
watching every important detail and contacting employees 
and/or supervisors when there is an error to be corrected.  
They also stay apprised of the many payroll laws, rules and 
guidelines. We are so very grateful to them on payday and 
every day! 

The Judicial Branch of Arizona in Maricopa County hosted an 
onboarding event to welcome a group of new employees. To 
conclude the training, Associate Presiding Judge Joseph Welty 
delivered the oath of office.

Payroll Week

By Shawn Friend
Law Library Resource Center Director

By Jennifer Harvey
Human Resource Manager



Court News

The Strategic Plan

Pg 7

Commissioner James Morrow retired after serving approximately 10 years on the Superior Court Bench. As a Commissioner, he served 
in the Criminal and Civil Departments. He also spent more than two years as the Court’s Presiding Commissioner.

I’m sure you’ve heard rumors or random conversations about a strategic plan for the Judicial Branch.  So what does that 
mean to you?  Why is it important?

Remember our Employee Satisfaction Survey back in 2014?  Well, the Executive Team took your suggestions seriously!   
All that information, along with the reports from the Committees, was presented to the Judicial Branch Executive Team 
(Adult and Juvenile Probation Executives, Superior Court Administration and Leadership Judges) for discussion and 
prioritization. It was a long and difficult process, but with the assistance of a grant from the State Justice Institute, we were 
able to pay an outside consultant to assist us with this huge undertaking.

In November of 2015 a final draft was completed. Though it may seem like a lot of words, the plan is a roadmap for 
achieving the goals established for the next few years.   It is worth your time to read it and determine where you fit in our 
plan. http://courts.maricopa.gov/publicInfo/survey/2016-strategic-projects.pdf
 
So what’s next?   A “Half-Time Report” was held on Friday, September 23rd for the various strategic project committees to 
report to Judge Barton and Ray Billotte on the progress that they have made in this first six months.  From here the teams 
will continue with the work they are doing.  Once they are ready to make recommendations, the teams will make a formal 
presentation to the Judicial Branch Executive Team (including our department leadership judges).  
 
Though it seems like it has been a long process to move the suggestions forward, it has not been in vain.  People from 
all levels, including judicial officers, have been working diligently and collaboratively to ensure things are viewed from all 
perspectives, before making changes.  Real change takes time, but in the end the results will be worth it!
 
Stay tuned for the updates on the recommendations as they are presented.

Commissioner Morrow’s Retirement Party

By Cindy Reid
Education and Training Director
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Photo Highlights: Commissioner Swearing In
Photo highlights from Commissioners Glenn Allen (left) and Aryeh Schwartz (right) swearing-in ceremony. 
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National Adoption Day Volunteers Needed

National Adoption Day Volunteers are needed on 
Saturday, November 19th at Durango Court in Phoenix. 

Full-day and half-day volunteers are needed. 

This is a great day of fun and families coming together. 
Please respond to nadvolunteer@gmail.com no later 
than October 21st if you are interested in volunteering.



Pg 10

PURPOSE:   A FUN, informative and informal session with Ray 
and Judge Barton focused on:

• Sharing the business focus of the Presiding Judge 
• The new Strategic Plan and what that means to staff
• What does the future hold and what’s new 
• Questions from the attendees

AGENDA:

11:30 – 11:45 am        Welcome and Introductions  - Cindy Reid
11:45 – 12:30  What’s Going On? - Judge Barton and   
     Ray Billotte
Noon – 1:00         Questions - Attendees

SCHEDULE:

October 19th-  Durango, Room 1164
October 31st-  Northeast RC, Multi-purpose room
November 4th-  ECB, 3rd floor, Cordova Room
November 7th-  SEF- Judge’s Dining Room
November 16th-  Northwest RC- Jury Assembly 

COOKIES AND SODA PROVIDED!

Court News

2ForYou Brown Bag


