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Judicial Branch News

The Judicial Branch Earns NACos

Story on Page 7

The Judicial Branch of Arizona in Maricopa County was awarded a total of nine National Association of Counties 
(NACo) Achievement Awards.

The Judicial Branch’s innovative programs and dedicated employees continue to earn national recognition. In 2017, 
NACo recognized the Juvenile Department and Adult and Juvenile Probation for their service to the residents of 
Maricopa County. 

The NACo Achievement Award Program, which began in 1970, is a non-competitive awards program that recognizes 
effective and innovative programs that contribute to and enhance county government in the United States.
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Awards

Judicial Officer of the Year
Judge Dawn Bergin earned the 
2017 Judicial Integrity Award from 
the Arizona Association for Justice.

The award goes to a judge who 
exemplifies the highest standards of 
judicial conduct and independence; 
who is knowledgable of the law 
and faithful to it; who is patient, 
dignified and courteous to all who 
appear before their court; and 
who endeavors to improve the 
administration of justice.

During her tenure on the Bench, 
Judge Bergin has presided over 

Juvenile, Criminal and Civil calendars. Before joining the 
Court, she was a  partner in the commercial litigation section 
of Lewis and Roca and was the Chair of the firm’s Litigation 
Department.

Judge Wins Integrity Award

Judge Honored for Leadership

Judge Dawn Bergin

Presiding Juvenile Department 
Judge Colleen McNally was 
selected as a recipient of a 2017 
Casey Excellence for Children 
Award for Leadership. 

Casey Family Programs awards 
this national honor to leaders who 
have demonstrated distinguished 
work, exceptional leadership 
and relentless dedication toward 
improving the lives of children and 
families. The award recognizes 
achievements in improving 
outcomes, which include safely 
reducing the need for foster care, 

increasing pathways to permanency and improving child 
well-being. It also recognizes those who lead reform efforts, 
use data and innovation to achieve goals, and develop 
meaningful community and constituent relationships.  

Judge McNally joined the Bench in 1997 as a Commissioner, 
and she was later appointed as a Judge in 2001.

Judge Colleen McNally

The Maricopa County Bar 
Association named Commissioner 
Aryeh Schwartz as its 2017 Judicial 
Officer of the Year. 

Commissioner Schwartz was 
recognized for his contributions to 
the MCBA and the legal and non-
legal communities. 

Commissioner Schwartz, who 
presides over a Probate calendar,  
has made many contributions to 
the MCBA and Bench since his 
appointment in 2015. He currently 
serves as the judicial co-chair of 
the

MCBA Bench Bar Committee. He also spearheaded an 
online judicial profile project for Judges and Commissioners 
to post their policies, procedures and preferences to better 
serve the litigants and public who appear in his courtroom. 

Commissioner Schwartz  also made significant contributions 
to other committees such as the Maricopa County Superior 
Court Outreach and the Bankruptcy, Technology and Lawyer 
Referral Service Committees. He also volunteered his time 
to assist the Volunteer Lawyers Program that provides pro 
bono representation and legal advice to clients.

Also, Commissioner Schwartz was recognized for his 
work in the non-legal community. He has volunteered with  
organizations like the Phoenix Art Museum, Free Arts for 
Abused Children of Arizona and Feed My Starving Children.  
In addition, he coaches his children’s youth soccer teams. 

Commissioner Schwartz, who has approximately 17 years 
of private practice experience, has worked as an attorney 
at Schwartz Law Firm, PLLC; Cheifetz Iannitelli Marcolini, 
PC; Engelman Berger, PC and Wilenchik & Bartness, PC. 

He earned his Juris Doctorate degree from the Arizona 
State University College of Law in 1997, and his Bachelor 
of Arts, Cum Laude, from the University of Arizona Honors 
College in 1994.

Commissioner 
Aryeh Schwartz
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Judge Q-and-A

Judge Ronee Korbin Steiner

What do you like the most about 
your current assignment?     

I have been so blessed to be able 
to be on an assignment where I 
practiced law. I was able to learn 
how to “be a judge,” without the 
added learning curve over the 
substance. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed being able to use my years 
of experience in family court both 
in the courtroom and by assisting 
other judicial officers.

What advice would you give a 
new lawyer?   

Be prepared. Period. We see so many lawyers walk in who 
are not prepared -- they don’t know their cases, have not 
spoken to the other lawyer, have not spoken to their own 
clients and have not filed what is needed. You do that and 
you will be steps ahead of many in the practice of family law.

What do you think has changed the most in the legal 
profession since you attended law school?   

This should not be a surprise -- technology and social media 
have changed profoundly, making the practice of law so 
different. It can be a blessing and a curse.

What is your favorite thing to do when you are not 
working?     

Sharing time with my husband, kids and yes my 
granddaughter. I used to spend a lot of my free time 
performing but being a judge has distracted me from that 
activity.

What piece of advice would you give your 20-year-old 
self?   

While it’s ok to sweat some small stuff, don’t sweat all of the 
small stuff. Remember that these stressors will pass and 
things will work out the way they are supposed to work out.

If you weren’t a judge what would you be?      

Well, I love practicing law but if it was not law related, I would 
be performing full time if I could find the work. 

Judge
 Ronee Korbin Steiner

Judge Joseph Kreamer

What do you like the most about 
your current assignment?     

Helping families who are searching 
for solutions during a very difficult 
time.  The Family calendar can be 
draining and even demoralizing at 
times, but there are opportunities 
to make a real difference if you are 
willing to engage.

What advice would you give a 
new lawyer?   

Stay balanced. It is easy to get 
sucked into the vortex of billing, 

client demands, dueling with opposing counsel, etc.  Don’t 
lose touch with family, friends and doing the things you like 
to do.   

What do you think has changed the most in the legal 
profession since you attended law school?   

Technology, of course.  When I started my first job after law 
school, we actually sent drafts of pleadings and memos 
to a “Word Processing” department where they would be 
retyped! Technology has made a huge difference, mostly for 
the better, but things move a lot faster, and that’s not always 
a good thing.  

What is your favorite thing to do when you are not 
working?     

Hanging out with my family, exercising, playing golf and 
watching sports.  There are very few sports I won’t watch.  I 
probably ought to get some professional help for that.

What piece of advice would you give your 20-year-old 
self?   

Go for it and take more risks.  Not necessarily the jump out 
of the airplane kind, but a willingness to try new things and 
meet new people.  

If you weren’t a judge what would you be?      

Doing play-by-play for NFL, college basketball and various 
other sports.  Either Jim Nantz or Joe Buck would not have 
a job right now if I weren’t a judge.

Judge Joseph Kreamer
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* Information provided by the Human Resources Department

5 Years

 Erica Ellisor   Conference Officer
 Karen Sailer  Judicial Clerk Supervisor
 John Abshire  Adult Probation Officer
 Ramona Demian Case Administrator
 Cecilia Fousel Judicial Clerk Senior
 Priscilla Galban Judicial Clerk Lead
 Holly Hart-Rainey Adult Surveillance Officer
 Michelle Holbrook Adult Probation Officer
 Justin Kreterfield Adult Surveillance Officer
 Joseph Lopez  Adult Surveillance Officer
 Karla Love  Adult Probation Officer
 Matthew Quihuis Juvenile Detention Officer
 Angel Vera  Business/Systems Analyst
 Marcus Williams Juvenile Detention Officer
 Jessica Bagazuma Judicial Clerk Senior
 Jesus Duran  Adult Surveillance Officer
 Angelita Eaton Judicial Clerk Associate
 Areli Montane  Adult Probation Officer
 Shannon Sicoy Case Administrator
 Amy Ceron  Judicial Clerk Senior
 Jamal Mitchell Bailiff

10 Years

 Maria Acosta  General Laborer
 Marlene Garcia Judicial Clerk Associate
 Gilbert Pablo  PC/LAN Technician
 Michael Shinault Collector
 Carrie Ward  Adult Probation Officer
 Terri Boss  Adult Probation Officer
 Jackalyn Browning Adult Probation Officer
 Angela Garza J Judicial Assistant - Classified
 Bernard Kuma Juvenile Detention Officer
 Audrey O’Donnell Case Administrator
 Steven Smith  Adult Surveillance Officer
 Gregory Thiel  Adult Surveillance Officer
 Reanna McCrae Judicial Clerk Senior
 Keelan Bodow Court Commissioner
 Anastasia Johnson Judicial Assistant
 David Seyer  Court Commissioner

15 Years

 Angela Esposito Judicial Clerk Supervisor
 Zachary Bruns Adult Probation Officer
 Brian Burrer  Adult Probation Officer
 Ken Meyer  Adult Surveillance Officer
 Carolyn Passamonte Court Commissioner
 Margaret Mahoney Superior Court Judge
 David Cunanan Superior Court Judge
 Virginia Richter Court Commissioner

20 Years

 Patrick Ward  Adult Surveillance Officer

25 Years

 Columbia Watson Judicial Assistant
 Michael Zaremba Adult Probation Officer
 Mack Boatner  Adult Surveillance Officer

30 Years

 Susan Novitsky  Adult Probation Officer

31 + Years

 Shirley Yost  Judicial Clerk Supervisor
 Ruth McNally  Administrative Assistant
 Lilia Linn  Management Assistant
 Minnie Uribe  Judicial Clerk Supervisor
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Judge Bassett Retires Dignitaries Visit the Court

Judge Edward Bassett cuts his cake at his retirement party. 

After a distinguished career on the Superior Court Bench, 
Judge Edward Bassett retired in June.

Judge Bassett joined Superior Court as a Commissioner 
in 1998. Since then, he worked in all court departments, 
including stints as the Associate Presiding Judge, Family 
Court Presiding Judge and Probate Associate Presiding 
Judge.

Before joining the court, he worked as a staff attorney at the 
Arizona Court of Appeals and as a deputy public defender 
in the Maricopa County Public Defender’s Office. He also 
worked in private practice in Seattle, WA before moving to 
Arizona.

Judge Bassett earned his Juris Doctorate from Columbia Law 
School in 1981, and his Bachelor of Arts from the University 
of Arizona in 1977.

The Attorney General of the state of Sonora, Rodolfo Montes 
de Oca Mena, along with lawyers from his office, the attorney 
general’s office in the state of Chihuahua and Baja California visited 
the Superior Court of Arizona. The group toured the ceremonial 
courtroom in the Old Courthouse and the Maricopa County Justice 
Museum.

New Media Relations Director

The Judicial Branch of Arizona in Maricopa County hired 
Bryan Bouchard as its new Media Relations Director. He 
replaces Karen Arra who retired in June.

In April 2017, Bouchard retired with the rank of major from 
the United States Air Force after serving more than 20 
years.  He brings a wealth of knowledge and experience 
in media relations, and held various public information 
positions including Public Affairs Specialist, Media Liaison, 
and Deputy Chief of Public Affairs. From 2013 until his 
retirement, Bouchard was the Director of Public Affairs, 12th 
Air Force & Air Forces Southern, based in Tucson, AZ.  His 
extensive background includes the development of media 
and community relations programs and implementation of 
communication strategies in numerous sites throughout the 
world, including Iraq, Afghanistan, New York and Okinawa, 
Japan.  In 2016, the Air Force named Bryan their #1 Public 
Affairs Practitioner, besting nearly 4,000 eligible candidates.
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NACo Achievement Award Winners

Arizona Youth Assessment System (AZYAS) Training 
and Recertification 

The Arizona Youth Assessment System (AZYAS), a risk 
and needs assessment tool, was adopted by the Arizona 
Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) and implemented 
statewide in 2011. To date, more than 275 participants from 
Maricopa, Yavapai, and Pinal Counties have taken the 
training and have successfully passed their recertification.

Celebrate Adoption 

Maricopa County Juvenile Court has been promoting and 
celebrating adoption for more than 15 years. For several 
years, Maricopa County has held the largest annual adoption 
celebration event in the country. This event is observed on 
the Saturday prior to Thanksgiving every year. In 2016, the 
adoptions of 317 children were finalized.

Cradle to Crayons Clinical Services 

The C2C Clinical Services program has a family reunification 
focus and works to heal and support the whole family toward 
the goal of Family Reunification. The C2C Clinical Services 
program has shown success in an increased rate of families 
who have a permanency of family reunification.

Family Reunification Celebration 

Family Reunification Day honors and celebrates families 
who have successfully reunified after the children were 
removed and placed in foster care.

Juvenile Court, County Attorney and Juvenile Probation 
Expedited Case Process 

The Expedited and Differentiated Case Process is a case 
processing practice improvement that drastically changed 
the course of youth delinquency cases in Maricopa County. 
This change reduced the length of time from arrest to the 
initial court hearing by accelerating the review of complaints. 
Case processing times decreased significantly from 66 days 
to 18 days. 
 

Juvenile Court Department Conciliation Enhancement 

The Community Coordinator program offers a unique and 
effective service to the Court and families by resolving 
barriers to court-ordered service delivery and providing 
timely, accurate information to the Court. In addition, 
the Conciliation Unit was able to work under the expert 
consultation of Casey Family Programs and the oversight 
provided by attorneys with child welfare proficiency to 
increase the quality, meaningfulness and positive outcomes 
of mediation.

CANVAS 

CANVAS stands for “Creating Art, Nurturing Vision, 
Achieving Success.” Specialty Court participants who are 
interested in art have an opportunity to work with the Court 
and community partners to find ways to be creative in the 
community. 

Probation Officer Supervisor Performance Evaluation 

The Maricopa County Adult Probation Department is a large 
agency with opportunities to make significant contributions 
to public safety. This is done through the reduction of crime 
by the effective supervision of probationers. The successful 
implementation of the performance evaluation program has 
resulted in consistent evaluations; a total of 84 supervisor 
evaluations were completed under the new program over 
the past two years. This consistency improved personnel 
management and improved existing county government 
programs in community supervision of probationers. 

Safety Program for Work Crew Leaders 

The Safety Program for Work Crew Leaders provides 
specially designed safety training as well as safety equipment 
tailored to the needs of part-time Work Crew Leaders working 
in the Adult Probation Department’s Community Restitution 
Program. From May 2015 through January 2017, the “Work 
Crew Leader Safety and Defensive Tactics Training” has 
been provided seven times with a total of 58 participants. 
The safety of Work Crew Leaders and the Community 
Restitution Program work projects has been enhanced by 
providing this safety training

The Judicial Branch of Arizona in Maricopa County was awarded a total of nine National Association of Counties (NACo) 
Achievement Awards. Below is a brief description of each Judicial Branch program that earned NACo recognition. Additionally, 
from all of the award recipients, NACo identifies 100 programs and designates them to NACo’s “100 Brilliant Ideas at Work.”  
Two of the Branch’s programs were selected and included within the 100 Brilliant Ideas at Work. Those programs were the 
Juvenile Department’s Cradle to Crayons Clinical Services Program and the Specialty Courts’ CANVAS program.
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Left to right - Correctional Heatlh Services employees Jennifer E. 
Martin and Lisa Struble with Superior Court’s Catherine Soileau.

Commitment to Excellence

Correctional Health Services presented Probate and Mental 
Health Department’s Catherine Soileau with the CHS 
Commitment to Excellence Award for her work in Rule 11 
Court. 

“Catherine has been our ‘go-to’ person at the Court and is 
always helpful, even in response to many urgent requests 
for information,” CHS Managment Analyst Jennifer E. 
Martin said. “She truly lives up to the Court’s mission 
‘every person, every day, every time.’ Catherine strives to 
go above and beyond on a daily basis, which is evident in 
all of her communications. She is professional, helpful and 
takes her role seriously. Our department relies on accurate 
(and oftentimes immediate) information form the Court, and 
Catherine has been extremely reliable resource for this 
purpose.”

The CHS Commitment to Excellence Award, given only 
to two recipients each year, is symbolic of dedication and 
commitment to providing outstanding service, maintaining 
perseverance in the face of adversity, and is reserved for 
recipients that positively motivate others.  

New Interpreters

Roger Mancia and Fernando Venegas

Roger Mancia: 

Son of a Guatemalan mother and a Salvadoran father, Roger 
began his practice as a telephonic interpreter in 1999 in a 
wide range of subject areas. He then moved to in-person 
interpreting in medical and legal matters out of court, and 
began work as private contractor in Arizona in 2010. He 
has appeared before Superior Court commissioners and 
Maricopa County Justices of the Peace prior to his being 
sworn as an official interpreter with Court Interpreting and 
Translation Services.    

Fernando Venegas:

Fernando came to Phoenix from Guadalajara, Mexico as 
child. He has been practicing as a freelance interpreter for 
12 years, for the Department of Child Safety, Administrative 
Law hearings and then later as a contractor with Avondale 
and Goodyear City Courts. More recently, he has acted as 
a contractor before Maricopa County Justices of the Peace, 
as well as Criminal Court commissioners and Family Court 
divisions in Superior Court.    

The Judicial Branch of Arizona in Maricopa County hired  
Roger Mancia and Fernando Venegas as court interpreters. 
Mancia and Venegas will be working in the Justice of the 
Peace courts, Superior Criminal and Family divisions, as well 
as with the Remote Interpreting Project, providing distance 
interpreting for divisions throughout the Valley. 

 By Scott Loos
Supervisory Interpreter and Staff Developer


