
Superior CourtSuperior Court
Office of Media RelationsOffice of Media Relations

Media TrainingMedia Training



Who are the Media?Who are the Media?

Print Print –– Local and NationalLocal and National
RadioRadio
Television Television –– Local and NetworkLocal and Network
Internet Internet –– Social MediaSocial Media
International MediaInternational Media



Superior Court WebsiteSuperior Court Website

www.superiorcourt.maricopa.govwww.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov



Media Relations DepartmentMedia Relations Department



Camera RequestsCamera Requests
Must be made at least 48 hours prior to hearingMust be made at least 48 hours prior to hearing



Rule 122Rule 122
Cameras in the CourtroomCameras in the Courtroom

News media agencies must notify the Superior Court at least 48 hNews media agencies must notify the Superior Court at least 48 hours in ours in 
advance of their intent to provide film, videotape or still photadvance of their intent to provide film, videotape or still photographic ographic 
coverage of judicial proceedings in the courtroom. coverage of judicial proceedings in the courtroom. 

The news media may have one video camera and one still camera inThe news media may have one video camera and one still camera in the the 
courtroom while court is in session. Cameras must be placed in dcourtroom while court is in session. Cameras must be placed in designated esignated 
locations, each mounted on a tripod with a single camera operatolocations, each mounted on a tripod with a single camera operator. Do not r. Do not 
conduct interviews during proceedings in any part of the courtroconduct interviews during proceedings in any part of the courtroom. om. 

It is up to the judge to decide where cameras and microphones caIt is up to the judge to decide where cameras and microphones can be n be 
placed in the courtroom. Judges differ on this placed in the courtroom. Judges differ on this ---- so ask. Do not ever so ask. Do not ever 
photograph jurors or even give the appearance of photographing jphotograph jurors or even give the appearance of photographing jurors.urors.

News media must arrange to pool footage or film of court proceedNews media must arrange to pool footage or film of court proceedings ings 
among themselves. The court will not participate in any pooling among themselves. The court will not participate in any pooling agreement.agreement.

Camera operators are required to wear proper business attire. (NCamera operators are required to wear proper business attire. (No Shorts!)o Shorts!)



Use of Empty CourtroomsUse of Empty Courtrooms
The courtrooms and related interior court space in any The courtrooms and related interior court space in any 
Maricopa County courthouse or justice court, including Maricopa County courthouse or justice court, including 
jury rooms and courthouse hallways, are to be used to jury rooms and courthouse hallways, are to be used to 
conduct judicial proceedings in a dignified and solemn conduct judicial proceedings in a dignified and solemn 
fashion. Use of these facilities for nonfashion. Use of these facilities for non--judicial purposes, judicial purposes, 
such as a backdrop to provide an air of respect, such as a backdrop to provide an air of respect, 
endorsement or heightened credibility to a news story, endorsement or heightened credibility to a news story, 
news commentary, promotion, broadcast or news commentary, promotion, broadcast or 
advertisement is normally contrary to this purpose. advertisement is normally contrary to this purpose. 

Approved by the Judicial Executive Committee March 16, 1999 Approved by the Judicial Executive Committee March 16, 1999 



High Profile Court Rulings High Profile Court Rulings 
News FlashesNews Flashes

High Profile ListHigh Profile List



How to Look Up a Court CaseHow to Look Up a Court Case

You can search for a court case by name, 
business or case number.



Court Records and DocumentsCourt Records and Documents
Minute EntriesMinute Entries

The Clerk of the Superior Court is the official The Clerk of the Superior Court is the official 
record keeper for all court documents.record keeper for all court documents.

All Court Records/Case Files are located at the All Court Records/Case Files are located at the 
ClerkClerk’’s Record Center, 601 W. Jackson. s Record Center, 601 W. Jackson. 

For Assistance, contact Aaron Nash For Assistance, contact Aaron Nash -- 506506--23092309



Minute EntriesMinute Entries

You can search for Minute Entries/Rulings by using the 
defendants name or case number. 



Juvenile CourtJuvenile Court
Delinquency Records are Delinquency Records are 
public and can be viewed at public and can be viewed at 
the Clerk of the Court the Clerk of the Court 
Juvenile Durango or Juvenile Juvenile Durango or Juvenile 
Mesa. Dependency records Mesa. Dependency records 
are not public records.are not public records.
Delinquency hearings are Delinquency hearings are 
open to the media.open to the media.
Cameras are not allowed in Cameras are not allowed in 
Juvenile Court, except for Juvenile Court, except for 
National Adoption Day.National Adoption Day.



Case Specific InformationCase Specific Information
Judges cannot talk to the media about pending Judges cannot talk to the media about pending 
court cases. Please do not ask them to comment court cases. Please do not ask them to comment 
on a specific court case.on a specific court case.
Court Court PIOsPIOs do not attend most court hearings do not attend most court hearings 
and do not know what occurs in every court and do not know what occurs in every court 
proceeding. proceeding. 
The best way to know what happened at a The best way to know what happened at a 
specific court hearing is to attend. specific court hearing is to attend. 
The PIO staff will do a news flash with High The PIO staff will do a news flash with High 
Profile case information on sentences, verdicts Profile case information on sentences, verdicts 
and changes of plea. and changes of plea. 



Contact InformationContact Information
Karen Arra, Karen Arra, Media Relations DirectorMedia Relations Director

Phone: 602.506.7570Phone: 602.506.7570
karra@superiorcourt.maricopa.govkarra@superiorcourt.maricopa.gov

Vincent Funari, Vincent Funari, Public Information OfficerPublic Information Officer
Phone: 602.506.7032Phone: 602.506.7032

funariv@superiorcourt.maricopa.govfunariv@superiorcourt.maricopa.gov

Kelly VailKelly Vail, Multimedia Journalist, Multimedia Journalist
Phone: (602) 372Phone: (602) 372--08740874

vailk@superiorcourt.maricopa.govvailk@superiorcourt.maricopa.gov




