
SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA 
MARICOPA COUNTY 

September 18, 2025         CLERK OF THE COURT 
A. Parmar
Deputy

SPECIAL WATER MASTER 
SHERRI ZENDRI  

In Re The General Adjudication of
FILED: 10/02/2025 

All Rights to Use Water in the Gila 
River System and Source 
W-1, W-2, W-3, W-4 (Consolidated)

In re: James K. and Wanda L. Bell 
Contested Case No. W1-11-001506 

MINUTE ENTRY 

Courtroom 301 – Central Court Building 

10:02 a.m. This is the time set for a Status Conference to receive an update from 
the property owners before Special Water Master Sherri Zendri.  

The following parties/attorneys appear virtually through Court Connect:  

• Katrina Wilkinson on behalf of Salt River Project (“SRP”)
• Laurel Herrmann on behalf of the San Carlos Apache Tribe
• Michael Carter on behalf of the Gila River Indian Community
• Susan B. Montgomery on behalf of the Yavapai Apache Nation (and observing

on behalf of Pascua Yaqui Tribe)
• John Burnside on behalf of BHP Copper
• Mark Widerschein on behalf of the United States Department of Justice,

Environment and Natural Resources Division
• Margaret Hirchak on behalf of the Tonto Apache Tribe
• Bradley Pew observing on behalf of the St. David Irrigation District



• Karen Nielsen on behalf of the Arizona Department of Water Resources
(“ADWR”)

• Rhett Billingsley on behalf of American Smelting and Refining Company
(“ASARCO”)

A record of the proceedings is made digitally in lieu of a court reporter. 

The Special Master notes that none of the property owners have appeared today and 
informs the parties that Mr. Barajas sent some well information to this office. The 
information will be provided to the parties as an attachment to today’s Minute Entry for 
any parties that did not receive that correspondence.  

Counsel Nielsen provides an update to the Special Master regarding Mr. Baeurlen. 
He has submitted an application for permit to ADWR. The protest period ends tomorrow 
so a permit should be issued under 33-97067 soon if no protests are received. Counsel 
Nielsen further states that the property owners may have had trouble locating the link for 
today’s hearing as they emailed her office to obtain the link for the last status conference.  

The Special Master will provide further instruction for the property owners as a 
“LATER” in the Minute Entry. 

Counsel Nielsen states that she will provide an update to the Special Master’s 
assistant regarding the permit by email tomorrow.  

10:11 a.m.  Matter concludes.  

A copy of this order is mailed to all persons listed on the Court-approved mailing 
list. 

LATER: 

 None of the current property owners in this contested case attended this status 
conference.  This is the second failure to attend by the Weaver Family Trust, Nancy 
Luyten, and Caleb and Kimberly Barajas.  As noted in the minute entry for the February 
13, 2025, status conference, should any of these property owners fail to attend any 
further conferences without notice to the Court they will be removed from the Court-
approved mailing list. 

 IT IS ORDERED removing the Weaver Family Trust, Nancy Luyten, and Caleb 
and Kimberly Barajas from the court-approved mailing list for failure to participate in 
these proceedings.   



 The ADWR Surface Water Section confirmed that no protests on the Baeuerlen’s 
Permit to Appropriate application related to the case – application #33-97067.  However, 
the Baeuerlens failed to attend the status conference.  

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED if the Baeuerlens remain interested in pursuing 
whatever potential water right they may have, they must file with the Court, no later than 
November 3, 2025, a written explanation of their failure to attend the September 18, 
2025, status conference.  The notice shall also include copies of their final statement of 
claimant they wish the Court to review.  

 If the Court receives no filings, or incomplete filings, the Baeuerlens will be 
removed from the court approved mailing list and their failure to participate in this 
proceeding may result in the forfeiture of potential water rights. 

 For questions regarding how to file documents with the Court, parties may contact 
the office of the Special Water Master at (602) 372-4115.  Please note that the Office of 
the Special Water Master cannot give legal advice. 
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ATTACHMENT A 




















