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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA

IN RE THE GENERAL
ADJUDICATION OF ALL RIGHTS
TO USE WATER IN THE GILA
RIVER SYSTEM AND SOURCE

W1-00-001234 (Consolidated)
Contested Case No. W1-11-000040
ORDER LIFTING STAY AND SETTING

DEADLINE FOR JOINT STATUS
REPORT

CONTESTED CASE NAME: In re BLM — National Audubon Society
HSR INVOLVED: San Pedro Hydrographic Survey.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: This order lifts the May 27, 2025, stay on this contested
case. The BLM and ADWR shall file a joint status report no later than July 31, 2026.

NUMBER OF PAGES: 3

On May 27, 2025, this contested case was stayed pending the resolution whether

the Adjudication Court may recognize a stockpond application under A.R.S. § 45-273 as

a basis of right.! On September 16, 2025, the Special Master ordered that a stockpond

application under A.R.S. § 45-273 cannot serve as a basis of right, and all stockponds

must be certificated pursuant to A.R.S. § 45-275.

IT IS ORDERED lifting the May 27, 2025, stay on this contested case.

! An “issue of broad legal importance” in both the Gila River and Little Colorado River
Adjudications was designated on March 28, 2025. On May 19, 2025, the Special Master
Special Master narrowed the issue whether a stockpond application under A.R.S. § 45-273 a
sufficient basis of right for a de minimis stockpond or is a stockpond certificate under A.R.S. §

45-275 necessary.
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the United States Bureau of Land
Management (“BLM”) and the Arizona Department of Water Resources (“ADWR”) shall
file a joint status report no later than July 31, 2026, regarding which stockponds the BLM
intends to pursue for water rights and the approximate timeframe for ADWR to certificate

those stockponds

Signed thls day of ‘Jﬂ/‘(/ 2026.

Sherri L é‘e; ndri

Special Water Master

On, )htlﬂ U, 7207 o, the original of

the foregoing was delivered to the Clerk of the
Maricopa County Superior Court for filing and
distributing a copy to all persons listed on the
Court-approved mailing list for this contested
case, a copy of which is attached.

Epdly Natate”




Court Approved Mailing List
In re BLM - National Audubon Society
W1-11-000040 (12 Names)
Prepared by the Special Master
6/4/2026

Alexander B. Ritchie

San Carlos Apache Tribe
Office of the Attorney General
PO Box 40

San Carlos, AZ 85550
alex.ritchie@scat-nsn.gov

Charmayne G. Staloff

U.S. Dept. of Justice - ENRD
Tribal Resources Section

PO Box 7611, Ben Franklin
Station

Washington , DC 20044
charmayne.staloff@usdoj.gov

Clerk of the Superior Court
Maricopa County

Attn: Water Case

601 West Jackson Street
Phoenix, AZ 85003

Javier Ramos & Michael Carter
Gila River Indian Community
Office of the General Counsel
P. O. Box 97

Sacaton, AZ 85147
javier.ramos@agric.nsn.us;
michael.carter@gric.nsn.us

Jeremiah Weiner

ROSETTE, LLP.

120 S. Ash Avenue, Suite 201
Tempe, AZ 85281
jweiner@rosettelaw.com

Joe Sparks & Laurel Herrmann
The Sparks Law Firm, P.C.
7503 First Street

Scottsdale, AZ 85251-4573
joesparks@sparkslawaz.com;
laurel.herrmann@scat-nsn.gov

Josh Edelstein Phoenix Field
Solicitor

Office of the Solicitor

U.S. Department of the Interior
Sandra Day O'Connor US
Courthouse

401 W. Washington St., Ste.
404, SPC 44

Phoenix, AZ 85003
Josh.Edelstein@sol.doi.gov

Karen J. Nielsen

Arizona Dept. of Water
Resources

1110 W. Washington, Ste 310
Phoenix, AZ 85007
knielsen@azwater.gov

Mark J. Widerschein

U.S. Dept. of Justice - ENRD
Natural Resources Section
PO Box 7611

Washington, DC 20044
mark.widerschein@usdoj.gov

Merrill Godfrey & Brette Pena
Akin Gump Straus Hauer &
Feld LLP

2001 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006
mgodfrey@akingump.com;
bpena@akingump.com

Susan B. Montgomery &
Robyn Interpreter
Montgomery & Interpreter PLC
3301 E. Thunderbird Road
Phoenix, AZ 85032
smontgomery@milawaz.com;
rinterpreter@milawaz.com

Sherri L. Zendri

Special Master

Central Court Building, Ste 3A
201 West Jefferson

Phoenix, AZ 85003-2205





