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NAVAJO NATION’S MOTION TO
DISMISS THE PETITION FOR
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND
RECOGNITION OF WATER RIGHTS
FILED BY ATKINSON TRADING
COMPANY, INC.

Descriptive Summary: Motion to Dismiss Atkinson Trading Company’s petition for

declaratory judgment

Claimant Nos: The Navajo Nation
Number of Pages: 3
Date of Filing: May 14, 1999 (via overnight delivery)

Pursuant to Ariz. R. Civ. P. 12(b)(6), the Navajo Nation (“Nation”) respectfully moves

that the Special Master issue a report recommending the dismissal of Atkinson Trading Co.,

Inc.’s Petition for Declaratory Judgment and Recognition of Water Rights (Sept. 15, 1997)

(“ATC Petition”), for failure to state a claim upon which relief may be granted. In the

alternative, the Nation requests the Master to stay the issue of the Nation’s jurisdiction to



regulate the use of water by ATC within the exterior boundaries of the Navajo Reservation until
that question has been addressed in the first instance by the Nation, and once the LCR Court has
determined the nature and extent of ATC’s water rights under state law. The reasons supporting
this motion are set forth in the Memorandum of the Navajo Nation in Support of its Motion to
Dismiss the Petition for Declaratory Judgment and Recognition of Water Rights Filed by
Atkinson Trading Company, Inc. (May 14, 1999).
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