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SPECIAL MASTER 
SUSAN WARD HARRIS      S. Brown   
           Deputy  
 
 
Arizona Chapter of the Nature Conservancy  
In re Aravaipa Creek De Minimis, Contested Case No. W1-11-3300 
In re Instream Flow, Contested Case No. W1-11-3301 
In re Wood and Westerfield Diversions, Contested Case No. W1-11-3304 
In re Salazar-Tapia Ditch, Contested Case No. W1-11-3377  
In re Agro Land, Contested Case No. W1-11-3382 
In re Claridge Ditch, Contested Case No. W1-11-3383 
In re Aravaipa Creek I, Contested Case No. W1-11-3384 
In re Aravaipa Creek II, Contested Case No. W1-11-3388     
 
 

FILED: 12/20/2017 
           
In Re The General Adjudication  
W-1, W-2, W-3, W-4 (Consolidated) 
of All Rights In The Gila River System and Source 
 
Re:  Status Conference  
 

MINUTE ENTRY 
   
 Courtroom – 301 Central Court Building 
 
 9:29 a.m.  This is the time set for a Status Conference before Special Master 
Susan Ward Harris in the above cases.  Counsel, Monique Coady is present on behalf of 
the City of Phoenix.  Counsel, Carla Consoli is present on behalf of The Arizona Chapter 
of the Nature Conservancy. Counsel, Mark McGinnis is present on behalf of the Salt 
River Project. 
 
Appearing telephonically are Counsel Susan Montgomery on behalf of the Pascua Yaqui 
Tribe and Yavapai-Apache Nation; Counsel Kimberly Parks on behalf of the Arizona 
Department of Water Resources (ADWR); and Counsel Joe Sparks appearing on behalf 
of the San Carlos Apache Tribe and Tonto Apache Tribe.  Counsel David Brown appears 
telephonically for observation purposes only. 
 



Court reporter Celeste Paxton Jones is present and a record of the proceedings is 
also made digitally.  

 
 Ms. Consoli reports to the Court on the status of what has been accomplished to 
amend the water claims asserted on behalf of the Nature Conservancy.  Analysis is being 
done on the ADWR well files, as well as identification and location of stock ponds.  Ms. 
Consoli is working on tracking historical claims and comparing those claims with current 
uses and is working with Jeff Trembly at ADWR on a plan to correct discrepancies in the 
historical record.   
 

Discussion is held with Court regarding the status of in-stream flow cases, the 
number, location, and legal description of stockponds and wells, watershed file reports, 
irrigation claims, and whether BLM will be making claims as to the stockponds.   Issue 
was also raised as to whether all or a portion of the cases should be consolidated.  
Counsel for The Nature Conservancy requested that no decision should be made at this 
time. 

 
Ms. Consoli will make a public records request to ADWR for a list of open WFRs 

and will provide Mr. Trembly with a list of wells. 
 

 10:56 a.m.  Matter concludes.  
 
LATER: 

 These cases include the following Watershed File Reports (WFR) that identified 
the landowners at the time of the issuance of the WFRs as follows: 

Landowner Watershed File Report Case Number 
Agro Land and Cattle Co. 115-05-AC-003 W1-11-3382 
Az. Chap. Nature Conservancy 115-05-AC-005 W1-11-3384 
Az. Chap. Nature Conservancy 115-04-011; 115-05-050; 115-05-054 W1-11-3301 
Az. Chap. Nature Conservancy 115-04-AAD-002 W1-11-3304 

Az. Chap. Nature Conservancy 115-04-010; 115-05-030; 115-05-041;  
115-05-044; 115-05-049 W1-11-3300 

BLM – Safford District 115-05-AC-010 W1-11-3388 
Epigmenio Salazar 115-05-AB-001 W1-11-3377 
Wilford H. Claridge 115-05-AC-004 W1-11-3383 
 

Based on this information, the only Statements of Claimant (SOC) that involve BLM land 
are the two SOCs identified in 115-05-AC-010:  SOCs 39-0336 and 39-5509.  Jose Tapia 
originally filed 39-0336.    Defenders of Wildlife filed 39-5509 and subsequently 
assigned it to The Nature Conservancy.  The location of use for both SOCs is NE NW 28 
T6S R19E. 



These cases do not include claims to water rights analyzed by WFRs 115-05-05, 
115-05-17, 115-05-18, and 115-05-19.   These WFRs analyze a series of SOCs for use on 
land identified as owned by BLM and leased by The Nature Conservancy.   According to 
the records maintained by Arizona Department of Water Resources, the Nature 
Conservancy assigned its Statements of Claimant identified in those WFRs to BLM 
except for SOC 39-002644, originally filed by E.G. Salazar for 1¾ acre feet of water for 
stock watering at a location identified by ADWR as NWNESW 19 T6S R19E.   The 
Nature Conservancy assigned a number of its claims to BLM pursuant to that Assignment 
of Statement of Claimant, filed June 23, 1992 (relevant parts of which are shown on the 
following pages). 

 IT IS ORDERED that the United States shall file by January 31, 2018, a report 
concerning its position on the claims for water uses analyzed in WFR 115-05-AC-010 
including its position on the ownership of any water rights awarded pursuant to those 
claims. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Responses to The Nature Conservancy’s 
Amended Statements of Claimant and report shall be filed by the Objectors in this case 
by March 30, 2018. 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a status conference shall be held on April 4, 
2018, at 1:30 p.m. in the Superior Court of Arizona, Central Court Building, Courtroom 
301, 201 West Jefferson Street, Phoenix, AZ  85003-2202. 
  
 
Instructions for telephonic appearance:  
Dial: 602-506-9695 (local) 
1-855-506-9695 (toll free long distance) 
Dial Participant Pass Code 357264# 
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