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Court News

Judge Q-and-A: Rosa Mroz and Frank Moskowitz
What do you like the 
most about your current 
assignment?     

My current assignment is civil.  
I really like having full control 
of my schedule because there 
is no one else putting hearings 
on my calendar except me.   

What advice would you give 
a new lawyer?   

Try to experience all types 
of law for the first few years 
of practice rather than 
specializing right away.  You 
never know what types of
cases will ignite your passion 
for the law.  Having wide 

ranging experience will also make you a more well-rounded 
lawyer.

What do you think has changed the most in the legal 
profession since you attended law school?   

From what I can see, there are a lot more lawyers practicing 
on their own right out of law school.  I don’t think that is a 
good thing because you don’t know what you are doing and 
you need more experienced lawyers around to mentor you 
and teach you how to practice law.

What is your favorite thing to do when you are not 
working?     

I like going to the movies, reading novels, and trying different 
restaurants with my friends.  As soon as I’m done paying 
for my son’s medical school education, I want to travel the 
world.

What piece of advice would you give your 20 year-old 
self?   

Don’t be in a hurry to grow up and have a career.  Now is the 
time to be frivolous.

Judge Rosa Mroz

What do you like the 
most about your current 
assignment?     

I like the fast pace and drama 
of both family and probate 
court.

What advice would you give 
a new lawyer?   

Try and get a broad 
perspective of all the practice 
areas so you can make a 
meaningful decision about 
what area of the law you truly 
want to focus your practice.  
You may surprise yourself and
learn that there is a whole area 
of law you would really enjoy 

practicing despite any preconceived notions or societal 
prejudices.

What do you think has changed the most in the legal 
profession since you attended law school?   

Technology and in-person interaction.

What is your favorite thing to do when you are not 
working?  

Hiking, biking, playing tennis, going to Suns games, and 
otherwise spending time with friends and family.  

What piece of advice would you give your 20 year-old 
self?   

The same advice I would give a new lawyer above.

If you weren’t a judge what would you be? 

A mediator or (a pretty lousy) drummer in a rock band (just 
ask my brother, the musician in the family). 

Judge Frank Moskowitz
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Juvenile Probation's JCORPS lets youth give back

Several youth participants in the 
Juvenile Community Offender 
Restitution and Public Service, 
or JCORPS, program spent their 
Saturday morning on Sept. 2, 
prepping a vacant lot in south 
Phoenix to become the site of some 
new housing for local veterans.

“The idea of the (JCORPS) 
program is to help the kids; to catch 
them at an early stage, and try and 
prevent them from coming back 
through the system,” said Jaime 
Delgado, from the Court’s Juvenile 
Probation department. 

JCORPS provides youthful 
offenders with productive work 
experiences, meaningful public 
service and education so they can 
complete diversion consequences 
or comply with the terms of 
probation, according to the Juvenile 
Probation webpage. Often youth 
are required to perform public 
service or make restitution to a 

victim, but have no way of doing it. JCORPS provides youth with opportunities to learn and do public service close to 
where they live so they can establish a productive relationship with their community.

“We go to a lot of places where they can learn skills that might help them later on,” Delgado said. 

The JCORPS youth worked alongside volunteers from Build Us H.O.P.E., a community-based housing program which 
provides supportive services for people in need. According to Elizabeth Singleton, the Director of Operations for Singleton 
Community Services and Build Us H.O.P.E., the organization intends to construct seven Tiny Houses on the lot which the 
JCORPS participants were clearing of debris and brush. 

Within the next several weeks and months, where the JCORPS youth stood on Sept. 2, will reside at least seven veterans 
who would be homeless without their efforts. This describes what Delgado said was one of his own hopes for participating 
in the Tiny Houses Project. 

While Build Us H.O.P.E. got the able-bodied assistance in prepping the vacant lot for construction to begin, the JCORPS 
team got experience in taking part in a meaningful project which also fulfills their debt to society.

 “We wanted to work with young people who would benefit from working on a project like this,” Singleton said. “I hope they 
continue to volunteer and come see what they helped build.” 

Two JCORPS youth rake up debris at a worksite in south Phoenix Sept. 2. JCORPS 
provides youthful offenders with productive work experiences, meaningful public 
service and education so they can complete diversion consequences or comply with 
the terms of probation. 
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* Information provided by the Human Resources Department

5 Years
 

 Cedric Johnson- Adult Probation Officer
 Raymond Billotte - Superior Court Administrator

 DeAnna Fritz- Judicial Clerk Senior
 Michelle Vasquez- Judicial Clerk

 Brenton Good- Juvenile Detention Officer
 Mario Martinez - Judicial Branch Security Captain

 
10 Years

 Carla Loi- Adult Probation Officer Supervisor
 Chukwuemeka Onyeforo- Juvenile Detention Officer

 Rachel Chavez - Presentence Screener
 Dawn Bergin - Superior Court Judge

 Tameka Loyd - Adult Probation Officer Supervisor
 Daniel Martin - Superior Court Judge

 Amy Melgaard - Comm System Operator Supervisor
 Eugene Monson - Judicial Branch Security Officer

 Samuel Myers- Superior Court Judge
 Jane Parker - Adult Probation Officer Supervisor

 Neil Smith - Adult Probation Officer
 Roger Brodman - Superior Court Judge

 Susanna Pineda-Rodriguez - Superior Court Judge
 Richard Albrecht - Court Commissioner

 Jenna Fitzgerald - Adult Probation Officer
 Veronica Morales - Judicial Clerk Senior
 Joseph Kreamer - Superior Court Judge

15 Years

 Melinda Armijo - Judicial Clerk
 Manuel Peraza - Adult Probation Officer

 Christopher Black - Adult Probation Officer
 Teri Dane - Adult Probation Officer

 Kim Westphal - Adult Probation Officer
 Joi Alicea - Adult Probation Officer Supervisor

 Daphne Haslerig -  Adult Probation Officer
 Kimberlee Hudson - Judicial Assistant - Classified

 Michelle Medina - Judicial Clerk Associate
 Tamara Ogden - Management Analyst
 Gladys Villegas - Conference Officer

 James Mitchell - Juvenile Detention Officer
 Julie Quiroz - Adult Surveillance Officer

 Garry Wilmore - Family Court Case Manager
 Cuong Nhan - Adult Probation Officer

20 Years

 Stacey Grant - Juvenile Surveillance Officer
 Colleen McNally - Superior Court Judge

 Julie Cuen - Administrative Assistant
  Stephanie Valenzuela - Business/Systems Analyst - Sr/Ld

Clarissa Harris - Juvenile Probation Officer

30 Years

 Lois Fregoso - Judicial Clerk Supervisor

31+ Years

 Lydia Navarro - Judicial Clerk Supervisor
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Probation Officer Q-and-A: Fred Wilhalme

Judge Colleen McNally Receives Casey Award  

What is your current assignment and how long have you worked as a Probation Officer?

My wife, son and I moved to the Arizona about 30 years ago. The first job I got here was as a 
Probation Officer in Pinal County, in  January of 1988. I made $9 an hour there. I changed over to 
Maricopa County in 1991, so I am closing in on 30 years as an officer. I currently work in the SMI 
Unit and have been working with seriously mental ill clients for the last 11 years. 

What is your favorite thing about working for Adult Probation?

I believe probation supervision  actually does make a difference. The majority of the people we 
serve successfully complete supervised probation and many of those never commit new crimes. 
I have also been able to attend a number of APPA (American Probation and Parole) Conferences 
over years and observed that Maricopa County is always at the forefront of innovative programs 
that help our clients be successful. 

What made you decide to work for Adult Probation?

Really, it was the first job I was offered when I got here. I never intended to be a probation officer and thought I would just 
do so until something better came along. Once I started working in the field, I was hooked and could never see myself 
doing anything else.  

Tell us about your first job.

The first real job I had a 15 year old was cleaning the beach in the New Jersey town I grow up in. I was paid a $1.00 an 
hour and worked 40 hours a week during the summer. It only lasted one summer. The beach was on the bay side on New 
Jersey, directly across from lower Manhattan. While I worked, I could look across the bay and see them finishing up the 
World Trade Center Towers. It is something I will always remember.

If you weren’t working as a Probation Officer, what do you think you would be?

I’m a history nut, so I think I would be a history teacher. I think it is important for all of us to know where we came from so 
we don’t minimize the role our ancestors played in getting where we are now. 

Fred Wilhalme

Judge Colleen McNally, the outgoing Presiding Judge of the 
Juvenile Department, receives the Casey Excellence for Children 
Leadership Award from the Casey Foundation’s Executive Vice 
President of Systems Improvement Dr. David Sanders, Sept. 
22. 

This national award honors leaders who have demonstrated 
distinguished work, exceptional leadership and dedication 
toward improving the lives of children and families. The award 
also recognizes achievements in improving outcomes, which 
include safely reducing the need for foster care, increasing 
pathways to permanency and improving child well-being.
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Court Pays Tribute to Judge Helene Abrams

Superior Court in Maricopa County celebrated the life and 
judicial career of Superior Court Judge Helene Abrams with 
a portrait dedication ceremony on September 18th. 

Judges, former judges, court staff, friends and family filled 
the ceremonial courtroom in the Old Courthouse to pay 
tribute to Judge Abrams. During the event, Presiding Judge 
Janet Barton and Judge Teresa Sanders spoke on behalf of 
their friend and former colleague. 

Superior Court Judge Abrams was appointed to the Bench 
in 2005. During her eight-year judicial career, she presided 
over Civil, Criminal, Family and Juvenile Court calendars. 

Prior to joining the Bench, Judge Abrams was the Juvenile 
Division Chief at the Maricopa County Public Defender’s 
Office from 1993 - 2005. She started working at the Maricopa 
County Public Defender’s Office in 1983. 

She received her Juris Doctorate and her bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Arizona.

Judge Abrams passed away April 17, 2016. 

Judge Helene Abrams’ family unveils her portrait.
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Photo Highlights: JCORPS

JCORPS coordinator Jaime Delgado demonstrates to 
a JCORPS youth the proper way to clear brush from a 
worksite in south Phoenix Sept. 2. Several JCORPS youth 
participants spent their Saturday morning prepping a vacant 
lot for the construction of seven “Tiny Houses” which will 
provide homes for seven veterans.  

Elizabeth Singleton, Director of Operations for Singleton 
Community Services, hoses down the grounds at a work 
site in south Phoenix Sept. 2. Singleton operates Build Us 
H.O.P.E., which provides housing for the homeless, and 
utilized the services of JCORPS youth participants to help 
prepare the site for construction to begin.  
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Human Resources Director Danna Quinn, listens to Beth 
Riggert from the Missouri State Courts at September’s 
National Association for Presiding Judges and Court 
Executive Officers. The 3-day event explored best practices 
in judicial administration, targeting presiding judges and 
court administrators.

Judicial Branch Administrator Ray Billotte addresses the crowd 
attending an interest group about Challenges in Managing a 
Multi-Generational Workforce during the National Association 
for Presiding Judges and Court Executive Officers Sept. 26.

Presiding Judge Janet Barton opens the 2017 National 
Association for Presiding Judges and Court Executive 
Officers conference Sept. 25. NAPCO is an independent, 
nonprofit, education and research organization of chief/
presiding judges and court executives in state and local trial 
courts regardless of size or jurisdiction. It is committed to 
enhancing the effective administration of justice in general, 
limited and specialized courts through strengthening 
leadership; modernizing court processes, technology and 
facilities; streamlining performance; promoting trial court 
innovations; and advancing judicial independence, the 
Rule of Law, and public accountability.

Justice Scott Bales, Chief Justice of the Arizona Supreme 
Court speaks to National Association for Presiding Judges 
and Court Executive Officers conference attendees at an 
evening reception Sept. 23. Judicial officers, administrators 
and senior staff from courts throughout the country attended 
the event, which took place Sept. 24-27 in Scottsdale.

(From left to right) Sergeant Jennifer Slack, Officer John 
Braden, Officer Robert Keiser and Officer Emad Ragab 
from the Judicial Branch Security Office depart the stage 
after posting the colors during the opening ceremony at 
the National Association for Presiding Judges and Court 
Executive Officers conference Sept. 25.


