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Court News

Judge William Brotherton Retires
Judge Brotherton was appointed to the bench in May of 2007 by then Governor Janet 
Napolitano. During his time on the bench, he served seven years on a family calendar, 
three years on a criminal calendar and roughly four months on a juvenile calendar. 

Prior to his judicial appointment, he was a practicing attorney and a state legislator, 
serving two terms in the House of Representatives and two terms in the Senate. As a state 
legislator, he was fierce defender of judicial independence and helped defeat legislation 
designed to constrain judicial discretion and independence. 

“Because of his background, Bill was keenly aware and had first-hand knowledge of the 
tension that existed between the legislature and the judiciary. The efforts he undertook 
while on the bench to bridge that divide, such as his annual cookouts with the legislature, 
are much appreciated,” Presiding Judge Janet Barton said. “Judge Brotherton’s 10 years of 
dedicated service as well as his quick wit and unique perspectives will be greatly missed.”

Judge William Brotherton

Judge Robert Oberbillig Retires
After 19 years of dedicated service to the Bench, Judge Robert Oberbillig, who currently 
presides over a juvenile department calendar, retired on November 1.

Since he joined the Bench in October of 1998, Judge Oberbillig has served in the civil, 
probate, juvenile, family and criminal departments. During his 10 years in the civil 
department, he served three years as the Civil Department’s Presiding Judge.  He is 
known by the bench and civil practitioners for his exemplary case management skills and 
his ability to settle cases, including those that most thought would not settle.

“Bob’s work ethic and willingness to take on the most difficult and acrimonious cases were 
assets much appreciated by the Presiding Judges who served during Bob’s tenure on the 
bench,” Presiding Judge Janet Barton said. I want to congratulate Bob on his retirement 
and thank him for his years of service to the Branch and the citizens of this County.”

Judge Oberbillig was  a partner at Snell & Wilmer from 1982 to 1994 and rejoined the firm 
in 1997 for a year prior to his judicial appointment. In between his stints at Snell & Wilmer 
he was a partner at Doyle, Winthop, Oberbillig & West from 1994 to 1997.

“As I leave the Bench after 19 plus years, I wanted to send a heartfelt thanks to all of you 
for all that you have done to make my job easier throughout the years. You all have been 
greatly appreciated!!  You all ROCK!!” Judge Robert Oberbillig said.

Judge Oberbillig earned his Bachelor’s degree, and his Juris Doctorate from the University 
of Iowa.

Judge Robert Oberbillig
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Presiding Judge Janet Barton appointed Tom Marquoit as a Superior Court Commissioner, 
filling the vacancy created by the retirement of Commissioner Julia Vigil. Commissioner 
Marquoit’s first assignment is the Probate Department.

After spending one year in private practice with a civil firm in Pennsylvania, Commissioner 
Marquoit moved to Arizona in 2008. Since then, he’s been a deputy county attorney with 
the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office. 

“I know that many of us have had Tom appear before us and therefore know first-hand 
that he has excellent legal skills, a great personality and a perfect demeanor for the 
bench,” Judge Barton said.

Commissioner Marquoit received his undergraduate degree from American University in 
Washington DC, and his Juris Doctorate from Villanova University School of Law.

Meet the New Probate Commissioner 

Comm. Thomas Marquoit

Former Commissioner Appointed as a Judge

Governor Doug Ducey announced the appointment of Michael Mandell as a Judge for the 
Superior Court of Arizona in Maricopa County.

Since 2013, Judge Mandell served as a Commissioner for the Superior Court. He has 
presided over family court and civil calendars and also served as the Presiding Family 
Court Commissioner.

Judge Mandell started his law career as a law clerk for Arizona Court of Appeals Judge 
Noel Fidel and has extensive legal experience, including complex commercial litigation, 
constitutional law, election law, and business transactions. He practiced at the Phoenix 
law firms of Perkins Coie Brown & Bain and Burch & Cracchiolo prior to his appointment 
as a court commissioner. He also worked as legal counsel for the minority caucus in the 
Arizona House of Representatives and the Arizona State Senate. His responsibilities as 
a legislative staffer included legislative drafting, statutory interpretation and constitutional 
analysis.

Judge Mandell graduated summa cum laude from Arizona State University in 1991 with 
a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and he graduated cum laude and Order of the Coif 
from Arizona State University College of Law in 1998. 

“Michael’s breadth of experience in the legal profession makes him well-qualified for the 
bench,” said Governor Ducey. “I am pleased to appoint Michael Mandell to the Maricopa 
County Superior Court.”

This appointment was made to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge Edward 
Bassett.

Judge Michael Mandell
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5 Year
Michael Aguilera  Collector
Elizabeth Campo      Payroll Representative
Katrina Clark           Adult Probation Officer
Kathleen Defrees  Adult Probation Officer
April Hunt   Court Reporter
Dawn Martian   Juvenile Detention Officer
Haani Penafiel   Adult Probation Officer
Karen Pickard   Adult Probation Officer
Sue-llem Rivera Aceves Adult Probation Officer
Jennifer Stone   Adult Probation Officer
Kathy Waldner   Judicial Assistant
Nicole Roskens  C2C Clinical Director
Carma Umpleby  C2C Center Coordinator
Debra Watson   Juvenile Detention Officer
Dominique DePaul  Adult Probation Officer
Nancy Gerlach  Clinician Associate
Melissa Hudson  Adult Probation Officer
Gary Metcalf   Adult Surveillance Officer
Joseph Mingo   Juv. Det. Officer Supervisor
Sean Palmer   Database Administrator Sr/Ld
Humberto Rosales  Adult Probation Officer
Barbara Stockford  Court Reporter Supervisor
Jennifer Taggart  Adult Education Instructor
Guadalupe Romero  Judicial Clerk
Lori Johnson   Business/Systems Analyst
Debi Gilliland   Adult Probation Officer
Michaella Heslin  Juv. Court Assistant Director
Ryan O’Toole   Juvenile Surveillance Officer

10 Year
Michele Kaley   Court Reporter
Susan Johnson  Judicial Clerk Senior
Sierra Flores   Adult Probation Officer
Raquel Shackelford  Administrative Assistant
Bobby Wallace  Juvenile Detention Officer
Clearthur Lane (Jr.)  Physical Ed Coordinator
Deborah Fisk   Bailiff
Steven  Maki   Juv. Det. Officer Supervisor
Pablo Garcia   IT Services Supervisor
Randall Warner  Superior Court Judge
Cody Williams   Justice of the Peace

15 Year
Sandra Spoon  Judicial Clerk Senior
Sandra Tom  Adult Prob. Officer Supervisor
Diana Civa  Judicial Clerk Senior
Cheryl Clark  Adult Probation Officer
Teresa Vargas  Conference Officer
Tammi Asay  Judicial Clerk Supervisor
Alejandro De La Rosa Jr Juv Detention Officer
Michael Kaehler Juvenile Detention Officer
Najet Manning  Judicial Assistant
Douglas White  Trades Specialist
Achi Yapo  Adult Prob. Officer Supervisor

20 Year
Diane Bracamonte Adult Surveillance Officer
Gayle Davis  Adult Probation Officer
Mark Flores  Adult Probation Officer
Kirsten Lewis  Adult Probation Officer
Linda Ramey  Adult Probation Officer
Rebekah Trexler Adult Prob Officer Supervisor
Carol Baker  Adult Probation Officer
Bob Sitnek  Adult Surveillance Officer

25 Year
 Alan Glickman Adult Probation Officer
Sean Anspach  Adult Probation Officer
Ellen Hannabach Adult Probation Officer
Tricia Doktor  Adult Prob Officer Supervisor
Sharon Steech Adult Probation Officer
Staci Thomas  Adult Probation Officer
Kim Ong  Adult Probation Officer
Cynthia Goertz Juv. Probation Division Manager
Caryn Wagner  Court Conciliator
Chuck Ruiz  Adult Probation Officer
Amy Goldsmith Juvenile Probation Officer

30 Year
James O’Farrell Juvenile Probation Officer
 

33 Year
Jose Arenas  Juvenile Detention Officer

39 Year
Peter Anderson Finance Manager
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This Thing Called Rotation 

Continued on page 7

For as long as I have been with the Court, our judges and commissioners have gone through an annual reassignment of 
calendars that we call Rotation.  This usually takes place during the Judicial Conference in June.  Approximately a quarter 
of our bench switch or move places, leaving established calendars and offices to move into unfamiliar spaces and address 
new matters for a case type they have usually not had previous exposure to.  This practice resembles either a multi board 
chess tournament or an elaborate game of musical chairs.  But why?  What is the purpose, and how does this take place?

I recently spent an hour with Presiding Judge Janet Barton discussing this very issue.  Neither one of us knows when the 
practice started, but she indicated that only the largest of the counties in Arizona conduct a rotation on a yearly basis.  Those 
smaller counties where there are fewer than 10 judges on the bench have a different system where each judge works on 
various case types throughout his or her work day.  But for Maricopa County and Pima County, that is not practical.  We 
need to diversify our bench to handle larger caseloads of every type, and the way to do that is to have our judges spend 
time on a specific calendar and devoting all their legal expertise to that one case type, not handling a potpourri each day.  

Judge Barton also sees rotation as a way to prevent a judicial officer from experiencing burnout, to give that judge or 
commissioner equal exposure to all our case types and, most importantly, to give our customer base the best experience 
and service possible for their legal needs.  “The Court is committed to excellence and the principles inherent in the rule of 
law . . . every person, every day, every time.”  In order to provide that excellence we need a bench that is proficient in that 
rule of law and experienced in the case types that we serve.  The best way to get that level of excellence on our bench is 
to give our judicial officers the training and experience that they need in all case types.  Rotation accomplishes this goal 
by allowing each judicial officer to spend approximately three years on a particular assignment, becoming saturated and 
proficient in the handling of those cases, before moving on to another area of the Court.

I asked Judge Barton about the process.  Over the years, and through several presiding judges, I had glimpses of the 
process and realized that each presiding judge approaches the task slightly differently.  Some have used spreadsheets 
and algorithms, others may have used legal pads and sticky notes.  But the process always begins with the presiding judge 
asking for each judge and commissioner’s input on his or her next assignment.  Where do you want to be?  What do you 
want to do next?  Do you have a preferred location?  Each judge completes a memo or wish list with his or her first, second 
and third choices of assignment and location. This takes place in the fall.  These wish memos are sent to the presiding 
judge where his or her staff puts them in alphabetical order.

Judge Barton keeps a notebook with each judicial officer’s bench career and past assignments.  She knows how long each 
judge or commissioner has spent in any one assignment, what their past assignments have been, and when they are due 
for rotation according to the three-year time frame.  She also has information on what their commute would be, which helps 
her to make the decision on placement at the various facilities.  She makes a list of the judicial officers due for rotation, 
and gathers up their wish memos.    

At this point the real work begins.  Judge Barton is cognizant of each judicial officer’s wishes as she is making her 
decisions.  Not everyone will get the assignment that was requested, in which case she makes every effort to grant the 
second request.  And not everyone will be happy with the assignment they are given.  But Judge Barton tells me that we 
have such a professional and collegial bench that once each judicial officer knows why they have been given a particular 
assignment, they usually ‘step up’ and take it on with a sense of dedication.  And she believes that is why our judicial 
officers are so awesome.

Another question I asked, because I had her attention, was why every new judge seemed to be appointed to the Family 
bench.  The answer was quite logical.  

 Article written by Ricky McKaig, Family Department
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This Thing Called Rotation - Continued
All new judges are attorneys who have had a career in corporate, private or government practice before appointment.  In 
order to eliminate conflict of interest and appearance of bias, it is common practice to assign new judges to a calendar 
that is not within their line of expertise.  Many new judges will take on two or three calendar types before landing on an 
assignment that matches their previous law career.  Also, we seem to have very few new judges who have a Family law 
background, so assigning most new judges to a Family calendar definitely does not add to any potential conflicts that 
another case type may create.  

One of the most important reasons for assigning new judges to a Family calendar is that it hones their people skills and 
allows them to grow as individuals while handling our customers’ needs within the Courts.  A Family calendar creates an 
environment for judges to gain empathy, respect, compassion, and understanding of the human dynamic associated with 
Family cases.  It also provides judges practical experience in calendar and courtroom management, allows for greater 
discretion in interpreting the rules than other case types. A Family calendar gives a new judge an opportunity to learn 
how to be a judge on a human level, to transition from his or her previous life as a litigator to one of being an arbiter or 
adjudicator.   Once a judge has handled a Family calendar successfully, there is very little a judge cannot tackle and 
succeed at throughout the remainder of his or her career on the bench.

Ultimately, this tradition we call Rotation exists to make the Court better equipped to give the best customer service to the 
people who utilize our services every day.  It helps our bench to remain one of the most proficient and experienced group of 
legal minds in the nation, and it contributes to the success of our employees.  The process is messy and chaotic at times, 
but the payoff is so worth it.  

My thanks to Judge Barton for taking the time to explain and champion such a worthy tradition.

30 Years of Service

The Maricopa County Board of Supervisors honored JoAnne M. 
Vogds, Civil Department employee, for 30 years of dedicated 
service to Maricopa County.

Presiding Judge Janet Barton hired  Lindsay Abramson as 
a Superior Court Commissioner.  

Commissioner Abramson is a graduate of Wayne State 
University Law School.  Since March of 2007, she has been 
employed with the Maricopa County Public Defender’s 
Office.   

“For the last couple of years her practice has been 100 
percent dedicated to indigent capital defense.  Those of us 
who have had the good fortune of having Lindsay appear 
in our courtrooms, can attest to her strong work ethic, 
knowledge of the law, great personality, and welcoming 
sense of humor,” Judge Barton said. 

Commissioner Abramson fills the vacancy created 
by Governor Doug Ducey’s appointment of former 
commissioner Michael Mandell as a Superior Court judge.

New Commissioner
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National Adoption Day Volunteers Needed

National Adoption Day 
Volunteers are needed on 
Saturday, November 18th at 
Durango Court in Phoenix. 

Full-day and half-day volunteers 
are needed. 

This is a great day of fun and 
families coming together. 

Please respond to: 
nadvolunteer@gmail.com if you 
are interested in volunteering.

Court News

Pumpkin Decorating Contest

Criminal Department Administration hosted a pumpkin decorating contest. Tania Nieblas, criminal bailiff trainer, won the competition 
with her gumball machine pumpkin.

mailto:nadvolunteer%40gmail.com?subject=National%20Adoption%20Day%20Volunteer
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Superior Court of Arizona in Maricopa County hosted its first-ever Legislative Staff Day to give 
employees from the Legislature an opportunity to see the court in action. The event, coordinated 
by Judge David Gass, featured tours, judicial presentations and panel discussions.

Judge Joan Sinclair gives legislative staff a tour of the Justice 
Museum in the Old Courthouse.

Judge Patricia Starr explains the history of the Old Courthouse 
and Ceremonial Courtroom to legislative staff members and 
Judicial Officers.

Criminal Presiding Judge Samuel Myers was invited to Jamaica by the National Center for State Courts to participate in a workshop 
regarding settlement conferences in criminal cases.  NCSC created the workshop to assist courts in Jamaica.

Judge Participates in Jamaican Conference


