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Court News

Judicial Branch Assists Veterans at StandDown
From January 25-28, a team of Superior Court employees throughout the judicial branch volunteered their services to help 
homeless and veterans resolve their court issues during Maricopa County StandDown. 

In a courtroom constructed inside the Phoenix Memorial Coliseum at the Arizona State Fairgrounds, the Court heard 
matters to help veterans resolve any pending legal and financial challenges.

Maricopa County StandDown, an annual event since 2001, connects Arizona’s military veterans with services such as: 
healthcare, mental health services, clothing, meals, emergency shelter, transitional and permanent housing, ID/ drivers’ 
licenses, court services and legal aid, showers and haircuts.  

Commissioner Wendy Morton assists a veteran during 
court.

Superior Court employees from the Family Department were 
on hand to help veteran’s with pending family law matters.

Judge Pamela Gates finishing paperwork between hearings. A group of veterans await court services at Maricopa 
StandDown.
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In November of 2017, I received a Fulbright Scholarship to go to Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 
for 6 weeks to work with the Mongolian Association of Sign Language Interpreters 
(MASLI).  The purpose of the trip was to work with a group of deaf Mongolians and 
Mongolian Sign Language interpreters to develop an interpreter training curriculum to 
be implemented at the Mongolian National University; and to develop a governance 
structure, a credentialing system, and grievance procedures for sign language interpreters 
and their consumers.  The team was eager to learn as I explained the possible options 
for a governance structure and certification system.  We also drafted legislative rules for 
the Ministries of Education and Welfare. These two government offices will oversee the 
funding and regulation of sign language interpreters in Mongolia.  

During my time in Mongolia, we traveled to Darkhan, which is north of where I stayed 
in Ulaanbaatar.  I gave a talk to governmental officials about the cornerstone of a true 
democracy – complete access for all.   

I also lectured to future sign language interpreters about the professional identity of 
sign language interpreters and the importance of boundaries, the codes of professional 
conduct, and techniques for interpreting between a spoken language and a signed 
language.  

My host/translator/interpreter/driver, Soyolmaa, took me around Ulaanbaatar and 
explained the country and the culture to me. 

She took me to a Buddhist temple.   The temple was one a few that survived Communism 
in Mongolia. For a small fee people can walk through the temple and for a few more 
Tugrik one can take pictures.  

We walked around downtown.  We met an entrepreneur who allowed me to use his scale 
(or phone) for 1000 Tugrik (about 40 cents US).  He would then announce, to anyone 
walking by, my weight in kilograms (for no extra charge). 

Soyolmaa also took me for a nice drive to the east of Ulaanbaatar to Tsonjin Boldog 
where I saw the Great Gengis Kahn Equestrian Statue.

Of course, there was also the weather, which I was constantly aware of while traveling. 
I lived in Syracuse, NY for five years and Washington, DC for another five years, so 
I am used to cold weather and snow.  The first four weeks weren’t bad. It snowed on 
my 4th week there.  I decided to go downtown at night to see the city after a snow. 
The snow stopped after a few hours and the next morning the temperature dropped 
dramatically.  For the next two weeks walking outside required a lot of layers and hand 
and feet warmers. 

The group and I have decided to continue to work together.  We meet once a month to 
discuss the progress they are making in developing teaching resources and to talk about 
potential research they can do. I continue to look for articles they can use to develop 
research projects for Mongolian Sign Language.  We have also decided to submit a 
paper for the World Association of Sign Language Interpreters conference to be held 
in Paris in 2019.   This trip was very successful.  I am looking forward to my continued 
collaboration with MASLI.

By Jeremy Brunson, Court Interpreter
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Governor Appoints Five Judges
By Jeremy Brunson, Court Interpreter

Governor Doug Ducey appointed five new judges to the Maricopa County Superior Court bench.

Former Attorneys Sara J. Agne and Suzanne Scheiner Marwil along with former Superior Court Commissioners Justin 
Beresky, Lisa VandenBerg and Kevin Wein will fill vacancies created by the retirement of five judges.

Judge Agne, who was a partner in the special litigation and compliance practice group at Snell & Wilmer, practiced at 
the firm since her graduation from the University of Michigan Law School. At Snell & Wilmer, she litigated commercial 
disputes, election law and constitutional issues. A former journalist, Judge Agne worked for the East Valley Tribune and the 
Associated Press before attending law school. Before becoming a lawyer, she graduated magna cum laude from Arizona 
State University with a B.A. in Journalism.

Judge Scheiner Marwil graduated summa cum laude from the University of California-Berkeley in 1994 with a B.A. in 
Political Science. In 1997, she obtained her law degree from Yale Law School. Following law school, she clerked for the 
Honorable Vaughn R. Walker at the District Court for the Northern District of California.

After her clerkship, she joined the law firm of Pillsbury Madison & Sutro in San Francisco, and in 2001 moved back to 
Phoenix to work for Brown and Bain. In 2005, she left the private sector to serve as a staff attorney for the Industrial 
Commission of Arizona and was appointed an Administrative Law Judge at the Industrial Commission in 2011.

During the course of her career, Judge Scheiner Marwil practiced in the areas of appellate, intellectual property, probate and 
consumer protection litigation. She also has experience in tribal, contract, election, employment and antitrust law.

Judge Beresky has been serving as a commissioner on the Maricopa County Superior Court bench since 2013. As a 
commissioner, he presided over family and criminal court calendars, and he served as a Special Assignment Commissioner.

In 1998, Judge Beresky began his legal career in a small civil practice prior to becoming a felony prosecutor in the Maricopa 
County Attorney’s Office. In 2001, he formed Beresky & Fish where he practiced criminal defense law, family law, personal 
injury, bankruptcy, and general civil litigation. He graduated from the University of New Mexico with a B.A. in Education and 
earned his law degree from the University of Idaho College of Law.

Since 2005, Judge VandenBerg served as a commissioner on the Maricopa County Superior Court Bench. During her 
judicial career, she’s presided over probate, civil, family and criminal calendars. Before her appointment as a commissioner, 
she worked as a prosecutor for the Maricopa County Attorney’s Office for five years and then served as a Staff Attorney for 
the Arizona Corporation Commission for three years.

Judge VandenBerg received a B.S.in History from Lyon College in Arkansas in 1994. She graduated from Widener University 
School of Law in Pennsylvania and has been licensed to practice law in Arizona since 1997.

Since 2015, Judge Wein has been serving as a commissioner on the Maricopa County Superior Court assigned to the 
criminal bench. Prior to serving as a commissioner, he was an associate at Brown and Bain and Steptoe & Johnson. He 
worked as an attorney for Doyle Raizner LLP and served as Special Counsel at Burg Simpson Eldredge Hersh Jardine.

Judge Wein graduated with a B.A. in Political Science with a focus on International Relations from York University in 
Toronto, Canada in 1997. He earned his Master of Arts degree in International Affairs from George Washington University in 
1999 and then attended the Arizona State University Sandra Day O’Connor School of Law, earning his law degree magna 
cum laude in 2003.
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* Information provided by the Human Resources Department

5 Years

 Joni La Caria  Judicial Assistant
 Gloria Addison Juvenile Detention Officer
 Rosa Hernandez Juvenile Detention Officer
 Melissa Villa  Juvenile Detention Officer Supervisor
 Gabriella Juhos Judicial Assistant
 Nora Price  Adult Probation Officer
 Peggy Peixoto Bridge Program Coordinator
 Justin Beresky Court Commissioner
 Suzanne Cohen Superior Court Judge
 Elena Durica  Adult Surveillance Officer
 Aneesha Gaines Adult Probation Officer
 Ivy Kinney  Adult Probation Officer
 Kristina Martinez Juvenile Detention Officer
 Jovany Medina Juvenile Detention Officer
 Ekom Nwaebi  Adult Probation Officer
 Carlo Seara  Adult Surveillance Officer
 Kristin Sunderland Adult Probation Officer
 Kelli Watson  Adult Probation Officer
 Rolena Gomez Judicial Assistant

10 Years

 Freddie Briggs Judicial Branch Security Officer
 Adam Moran  Adult Probation Officer
 Dulcelinda Ramirez Adult Probation Officer
 Don Moll  Court Reporter
 Ernest Barrett  Adult Probation Officer
 Veronica Gunnison Adult Probation Officer Supervisor
 Tyrone Mayer  Adult Probation Officer
 Michael McIntyre Judicial Clerk Supervisor
 Jeffrey Rueter Superior Court Judge

15 Years

 Stacy Farmer             Training Officer
 Kathleen Mead Superior Court Judge

20 Years

 Ernest Broadway Juvenile Detention Officer Supervisor
 Kenneth Lavery Juvenile Probation Officer
 Elizabeth Hoel Adult Probation Officer Supervisor
 John Akers  Judicial Branch Security Officer
 Addy Atances  Judicial Clerk Associate
 Tonya Olson  Juvenile Probation Officer
 Tammy Allen  Adult Probation Officer Supervisor
 Danielle Griswold Juvenile Probation Officer
 Craig Harris  Juvenile Detention Officer Supervisor
 Deanna Houston Juvenile Probation Officer
 Andrea Stiles  Adult Probation Officer
 Beth Streeter   Adult Probation Officer

25 Years

 Patricia Pierce Judicial Clerk Associate
 Joyce Randle  Judicial Clerk Supervisor
 Scott Spisak  Juvenile Probation Officer
 Matthew Mahaffy Court Conciliator

30 Years

 Helene Paustian Court Reporter

31+ Years

 Kimberly Law-Woods  Juvenile Probation Officer
 Meri Romero   Adult Probation Officer
 Sheila Copalman  Judicial Assistant
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New CITS Interpreter

Fernando Hurtado was recently sworn in as an official 
interpreter by Judge Janet Barton.  Before joining the court, 
Hurtado,  a native of Colombia, raised in New York City, 
worked five years as a contract interpreter. He holds an 
Arizona Court Interpreter Tier 3 certification. Hurtado has 
also worked as a translator for an international organization 
for eight years, for the Social Security Administration and as 
a licensed realtor.  

Presiding Judge Janet Barton (left) with Court Interpreter Fernando 
Hurtado (right).

New Commissioners Hired

Superior Court Judge Susan Brnovich 
was nominated by President Donald 
Trump to serve on the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Arizona.

Judge Brnovich has served as judge on 
the Superior Court bench for eight years. 
During that time, she has presided over 
criminal, family, juvenile and civil court 
calendars.  She also served as a Superior
Court Commissioner from 2004-2009. 
Prior to joining the Bench, she was a 
Deputy County Attorney in the Maricopa 

County Attorney’s Office for 10 years. 

Judge Brnovich received her Juris Doctor, a Masters in 
Finance and a Bachelor’s degree in Spanish and Business 
Administration from the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 

Presiding Judge Janet Barton hired 
Lindsay Coates, Max Covil and Josh 
Yost as Commissioners to fill the 
vacancies created by the judicial 
appointments of former Commissioners 
Justin Beresky, Lisa VandenBerg and 
Kevin Wein. 

Commissioner Coates, who will assume 
Commissioner Monica Garfinkel’s 
juvenile calendar in the Old Courthouse, 
was a deputy county attorney in the 
Maricopa County Attorney’s Office for 
approximately nine years.  She also has 
experience with civil litigation, having 
worked in the Liability Management 
Section of the Arizona Attorney 
General’s Office for roughly four years. 
She earned her Juris Doctor from the 
University of Arkansas College of Law. 
She will join the court on February 5.

Commissioner Covil, who will begin his 
judicial career presiding over Judge 
Kevin Wein’s RCC criminal calendar 
in the South Court Tower, worked as 
an Administrative Law Judge since 
2013 for the Arizona Department of 
Transportation.  Prior to that assignment, 
he spent six years with the Maricopa 
County Public Defender’s Office. 
Commissioner Covil is a graduate of the 
Syracuse University College of Law. He 
will join the court on February 12.

Commissioner Yost, who will assume 
Judge VandenBerg’s juvenile calendar 
at the Durango Courthouse, comes to 
the Superior Court from the Maricopa 
County Attorney’s office, where he 
has worked as a deputy county since 
graduating from the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law in 2002. 
During his time at the County Attorney’s 
Office Josh has been exposed to 
virtually every aspect of the criminal 
justice system. He will join the court on 
February 5.

Comm. Coates

Comm. Covil

Comm. Yost

Federal Bench Nomination

Judge Brnovich

Scott Loos, CITS
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Nearly two years in the making, the online 
face of the Judicial Branch of Arizona 
in Maricopa County will show off its 
transformation in February.

“The new website has undergone a 
complete visual redesign employing 
more robust content presentation but 
with simpler structures, and enforced 
consistency across all departments,” 
according to Chris Holly, Applications 
Development Manager with the Branch’s 
Court Technology Services.

The project came about as the result 
of the number one strategic focus project 
identified by Branch leadership, and took 
about 2,500 man-hours from CTS 
and committee members from 
throughout the Branch.

“Initially meetings were held consisting of representatives from the different Branch departments known as the 
Freshweb Committee,” said Martin Dominguez from CTS. “They would gather to discuss what their respective 
departments wanted and what customer needs were. With help and guidance from CTS leadership, Jayne 
Pendergast, Raghu Subramanya and Chris Holly, the direction of the new Branch website began to take shape.”

Aside from the modern visual changes to the website, one of the major differences for Branch employees will be the 
Content Management System (CMS), which will allow individual work centers to add, delete or modify the content on 
their section’s webpages. 

“The old site content changes had to be sent as a request to CTS and await deployment at planned delivery times,” Holly 
explained. “The CMS enables approved content editors to update content in their assigned areas of website, preview and 
submit those changes to their supervisor, and have the supervisor publish the content to the live site at their discretion.”
Members of the public will benefit from not only the sleek visual redesign, but also improvements centered on their 
specific feedback regarding the Branch’s existing website. 

“A CourTools survey was conducted that reported the Superior Court’s public website achieved a satisfaction rating 
under 50 percent,” Holly said. “The committee conducted several additional surveys, which included committee members 
surveying their own departments and customers; an online survey on our public website of over 2,000 respondents; more 
than 100 in-person surveys of court visitors by AmeriCorps volunteers; and informal surveys of family and friends, as 
well.”

Holly added that the committee also reviewed the websites of other courts and public service agencies and conducted 
phone interviews with site administrators to gather additional feedback. The additional survey results showed a slightly 
better response (65% overall satisfaction) but still showed there is much room for improvement. 

As a result of this extensive research, the public will benefit from greater support for viewing the site through mobile 
devices, more up-to-date content, as well as better search features and more relevant 
results.

A prototype of the Judcial Branch’s new website.

Fresh Web Debut in February

Story continued on page 9
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Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Maricopa County was recently 
awarded a three year, $1.8 million dollar grant from the Victims of Crime Act, 
or VOCA.  

VOCA serves as a major funding source for victim services throughout the 
country. Each state has discretion to determine which organizations will receive 
funding. VOCA grants are awarded to organizations that provide victims of 
crimes with emotional, psychological, or physical support; restore a measure 
of safety and security; assist victims to stabilize their lives; and assist victims 
to understand and participate in the criminal justice system. Each year, millions 
of dollars are deposited into this fund from criminal fines, forfeited bail bonds, 

penalty fees and special assessments collected by the US Attorney’s Offices, US Courts and the Bureau of Prisons. The 
Arizona Department of Public Safety provides funding under VOCA in Arizona.  

CASA of Maricopa County will use most of the VOCA funds to hire 10 additional full-time Program Coordinators to 
recruit, screen, train and manage CASA volunteers that provide advocacy services for child abuse victims. 

“This VOCA funding will allow our program to grow so that we can train and manage hundreds more volunteers annually,” 
says Justine Grabowsky, Director of CASA of Maricopa County. “Many children living in foster care need a CASA 
Advocate – that one person solely focused on what’s best for one child or sibling group at a time so that his or her voice is 
heard in court. This grant will provide strength and stability to our program, ensuring we continue to support the children 
who need help the most.”

CASA Receives Large Grant

Justine Grabowsky, CASA Director

What the public and Branch employees may notice initially is that beyond the homepage and Jury Services page, not 
much else will seem to have changed about the website, but that’s on purpose, according to the folks at CTS.  

As departments come online with their new pages, they will be added to the directory on the new website. Until departments 
migrate to the new site, links on the new website will automatically take people to the existing departmental pages. Once 
a department’s page has been updated through CMS, the link will be changed to go to the new page. 

“As with many other departments, CTS resources are stretched and we need to maximize our utilization,” Holly added. 
“Enabling content editors to take over the maintenance of their content in a phased approach frees both CTS resources 
in the Help Desk and Application Development area.”

Another benefit to this phased-in approach is, as departments migrate to the new pages, troubleshooting unforeseen 
challenges can be conducted and avoided for future page updates. Through this deliberate approach, CTS believes 
the entire Branch will be migrated to the new site within four to six months, but not without their own partnership in the 
development. 

“We are not putting the initial migration on departments alone,” Holly said. “We will be working with each department to get 
their content updated and migrated as quickly as possible until they are comfortable managing their content themselves.”
Branch officials believe the end result will be a newer, more modern website that’s more user-friendly to the public and 
better updated, due to the control being placed at the department or work center levels. 
“Everyone involved in this project, from our judicial sponsors Judges [Paul] McMurdie, [Danielle] Viola, and [Suzanne] 
Cohen, to our fantastic and thoughtful committee members, was very engaged and excited and made this a fun and 
fruitful project,” Holly said.

Fresh Web Debut in February - Continued

Story continued on page 9
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