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Judicial Branch News

Court Workshop Collects Child Support  
The Superior Court of Arizona in Maricopa County offered a second chance for people who owe back child support.

On August 18 in the South Court Tower, the Court hosted a Child Support Arrest Warrant Workshop that quashed warrants 
for people who stopped paying child support in order to get them back on a payment plan. More than 110 members of the 
public attended the event and the Court collected more than $15,000 in child support owed.

“In exchange for paying one full month of child support and participating in future hearings, the Court quashed arrest 
warrants for obligors,” Family Department Presiding Judge Suzanne Cohen said. “We want to encourage obligors to make 
their child support payments. The goal is to get money to the children that need it.”

Also during the workshop, social service providers and Court staff were on site in the Jury Assembly Room to provide 
employment resources like resume assistance, job and interview skills, and transportation to people who owe back-child 
support. 

In 2016, the Court hosted two CSAW workshops, in which more than 100 people (both obligors and obliges) attended the 
event.  Of those, more than 50 arrest warrants were quashed. The Court collected more than $21,000 in child support and 
parties stipulated to waiving $123,162.57 in arrears during the events. 

This is just one of the many programs by which the Court serves Maricopa County and its residents.
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Cover - (Left) Commissioner Keelan Bodow is interviewed 
at the CSAW Workshop by a TV Reporter. (Right) Family 
Department Presiding Judge Suzanne Cohen oversees a 
child support hearing during the CSAW Workshop. 



Pg 3

Court News

Judge Q-and-A: Colleen McNally
What do you like the most about your current assignment?     

Being a juvenile court judge has been so rewarding.  Even though we have had some incredibly trying 
years, it is so great to see children and family work to improve their situations and to see all of the 
professionals rally around the families to help them overcome some really difficult life problems.

What advice would you give a new lawyer?   

Be scrupulous with your word and your reputation.  It takes years to build credibility and just a few 
minutes to tear it down.  Be true to yourself most of all.   Memorize the poem, “IF”, by Rudyard Kipling.  
You are going to need it.

What do you think has changed the most in the legal profession since you attended law school?   

I have seen so much improvement in our understanding of how neurology affects behavior in criminal 
and juvenile justice as well as in family law and child welfare.  Lawyers and judges who work to try 

to modify human behavior and improve community safety must not only have expertise in the law, but also in the latest in 
behavioral health science and neurological development.    We didn’t know we were going to need a STEM background!  

Technology continues to make a huge difference as well. I recently found a draft motion from the 80s where I had used 
actual scissors and tape to cut and paste it together.  My son looked it over like it was some kind of historic relic.

What is your favorite thing to do when you are not working?     
I like craft projects, singing, hanging out with my friends and family, and hunting for Zapdos.

What piece of advice would you give your 20-year-old self?   

Don’t be afraid to do what you really want to do.  Try new things, fail at stuff and avoid commuting.

If you weren’t a judge what would you be?      

I would be me with less: black clothing, game face and filter. And more lazy days, silliness and fun. 

On August 15, Presiding Juvenile Judge Colleen McNally announced her to decision to retire, effective September 30. 

Judge McNally has been on the Bench for almost 20 years. She was hired as a Commissioner in 1997 and she was 
appointed three years later as a Judge. During her judicial career, she served as a Regional Presiding Judge at the 
Northwest facility; as the presiding judge of the Branch’s family department and, most recently, as the presiding judge of 
the Branch’s juvenile department.  She has spent her entire judicial career on the three most work intensive assignments 
on the civil, family and juvenile bench.  She oversaw the juvenile department when it was experiencing record dependency 
filings and worked tirelessly during the last seven years to improve the processing of dependency cases and the services 
offered to dependent children and their parents.  

“I want to thank Colleen for her for her incredible service to the Branch and the citizens of Maricopa County.  It’s because of 
judges like Colleen that we are the best trial court in the country,” Presiding Judge Janet Barton said. 

Judge Colleen McNally

Judge McNally Announces Retirement
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Commissioner Retires New Commissioner Hired
Presiding Judge Janet Barton 
hired Melissa Zabor as a Court 
Commissioner. She fills the 
vacancy created by the retirement 
announcement of Commissioner 
Jeffrey Woodburn.

Commissioner Zabor, who will 
assume an initial appearance 
calendar, is a graduate from the 
University of Arizona Law School and 
is currently employed by the Office 
of the Legal Advocate. Previously, 
she worked for the Maricopa County 

Attorney’s Office, the Oracle Law Group and Davis Miles 
McGuire Gardner PLLC. 

Her first day with the court will be Sept. 30.

Interpreter Gets Certified
Martín Hernandez achieved his Tier 
3 Certification from the Arizona Court 
Interpreting Credentialing Program 
as mandated by the Supreme 
Court of Arizona. Martín worked 
as a court interpreter for Phoenix 
Municipal Court for four years prior 
to joining the Superior Court’s Court 
Interpreting and Translation Services 
in 2005, where, during that time, he 
has served in all the departments of 
the court as an official interpreter.    

Earning a credential is an important part of the interpreting 
profession. The Arizona credentialing program provides an 
opportunity for interpreters to ensure their skills are at the 
level necessary to interpret in the courts as well as providing 
information about their credential to the court community.

Meet the LLRC Director
Superior Court of Arizona in 
Maricopa County appointed Shawn 
Haught as its Law Library Resource 
Center (LLRC) Director.

Haught began his career with the 
Court 15 years ago as a Senior Law 
Researcher in the Lower Court of 
Appeals Department.  In 2015, he 
was appointed Deputy Director of 
the LLRC and played a significant 
role re-engineering the Center’s 
mission and direction.  Since April 
of 2017, he  has been the acting 
Director of the LLRC, overseeing its 

daily operations. He also manages the PACS/AmeriCorps 
internship program of 32 college interns, which was recently 
awarded the Arizona Supreme Court’s Strategic Agenda 
Award for Promoting Access to Justice.  

Haught holds a Juris Doctorate degree from the California 
Western School of Law and a bachelor’s degree in Justice 
Theory from Arizona State University.

Submitted by Scott Loos

Shawn Haught

Commissioner Julia Vigil 
announced her retirement from 
the Bench effective Oct. 4th.    

During her eight years as a 
Superior Court Commissioner, 
she presided over calendars iin 
the criminal department, juvenile 
department and  the probate 
mental health department  

“Julia has been an excellent 
commissioner for the Branch and 
her hard work and willingness to 

take on new assignments has been greatly appreciated,” 
Presiding Judge Janet Barton said.

Before joining the court, she worked 14 years in private 
practice including the last three years as a partner at Lopez 
and Associates, PLLC.

Commissioner Vigil received her Juris Doctorate and 
Masters of Counseling from Arizona State University and 
her Bachelor of Science from Northern Arizona University.

Comm. Julia Vigil

Martín Hernandez

Comm. Melissa Zabor
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* Information provided by the Human Resources Department

25 Years

Don Warrington    Adult Probation Officer Supervisor
Robert James               Courtroom Services Director
Mark Wertsching    Juv Probation Officer Supervisor

30 Years

Marisela Cordova          Case Administrator
Danna Quinn                Human Resources Director

31+ Years

Kim Boettcher                Adult Probation Officer
Doug Frantz                Adult Probation Officer Supervisor
Sherry Smithee    Judicial Clerk Supervisor
Randy Tirado                Business/Systems Analyst - Sr/Ld

5 Years

Larry Branham     Judicial Branch Security Sergeant 
Kathleen Cassatt             Adult Probation Officer
William Fisher                  Judicial Branch Security Officer 
Nancy Gradilla                 Judicial Clerk 
Olga Salazar                  Adult Surveillance Officer
Ashlee Martinez      Presentence Screener
Alex Silver                  Juvenile Probation Officer 
Paula Gonzales      Juvenile Surveillance Officer
Margaret Breedveld      Judicial Assistant
Marina Instone      Judicial Assistant
Lorena Solomon      Court Conciliator

10 Years

Elizabeth Toyos       Health Tech
Teresa Denman       Adult Probation Officer
Nichole Flowers      Juv Detention Officer Supervisor
Alvin Moore                  Juvenile Detention Officer
Faviola Ortiz                  Judicial Assistant
Emily Cook                   Adult Probation Officer
Laura Bayer                  Judicial Assistant - Classified
Maite Lopez                  Court Interpreter
Margaret McCalister      Registered Nurse
Mayela Trahin                  Court Interpreter - Certified

15 Years

Grace Garcia                   Adult Probation Officer
Justin Isley                   Case Administrator
Stacy Gustavson       Adult Probation Officer
Shawn Sperling       Juvenile Detention Officer

20 Years

Howard Holmes      Judicial Clerk Associate
Lori Burkhardt                  Judicial Clerk Supervisor
Tina Swirsky                  Juvenile Probation Officer
Geneva Vinciguerra      Judicial Clerk Senior
Debbie Paetz                  Judicial Assistant
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Judge Hosts Student

Justice Sophia Akuffo of Ghana visited Superior Court on Aug. 21 
as part of a visiting judge exchange program. Left to right - Nick 
Olm, Tempe Municipal Court, Justice Akuffo and Judge Patricia 
Starr.

Foreign Justice Visit

On July 27, Judge Jennifer Green hosted Aaron (center), 21, 
a student studying law and financial management at Sichuan 
University in Cheng Du, China for a tour of the Southeast 
Courthouse.  Also pictured is Bob Schoenfeld, the Director of the 
ASU Global Education Center who arranged for the tour.

Judge to Receive Award
The Arizona Women Lawyers 
Association, Maricopa Chapter, 
named Judge Connie Contes as 
its 2017 recipient of the Ruth V. 
McGregor Award for her support and 
contributions to the advancement 
of women in the legal profession.

Judge Contes will receive the award 
at the AWLA Maricopa 2017 Annual 
Wine and Cheese reception on 
October 5 at the Desert Botanical 
Garden in Phoenix. 

Judge Contes was  appointed to 
the bench in 2002 and presides 

over a Civil calendar. 

Tickets are $40 for members, non-members and judiciary, 
$25 for law students, and 2017 Bar Admittees receive free 
admission but must register. Tickets include access to the 
Desert Botanical Garden for the entire day of the event as 
well as wine and hors d’ouerves during the celebration.

Judge Connie Contes

Investiture Ceremony

Arizona Supreme Court Chief Justice Scott Bales (right)
delivers the oath of Office to Superior Court Judge Ronda Fisk 
during her investiture ceremony at the Board of Supervisors 
Auditorium in Phoenix Aug. 25. 
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Photo Highlights: NACo Achievement Award Winners
The Judicial Branch of Arizona in Maricopa County was awarded a total of nine National 
Association of Counties (NACo) Achievement Awards. Here are photos of Judicial Officers and 
court employees at the NACo award ceremony that was held Aug. 2 at the Security Building in 
Phoenix.

Juvenile Probation 
Arizona Youth Assessment System 

(AZYAS) Training and Recertification

Juvenile Probation 
Juvenile Court, County Attorney, and Juvenile 

Probation Expedited Case Process

Adult Probation
Probation Officer Supervisor Performance 

Adult Probation
Safety Program for Work Crew Leaders

Superior Court - CANVAS

Juvenile Department 
Celebrate Adoption

Juvenile Department 
C2C Clinical Services

Juvenile Department 
Family Reunification Celebration

Juvenile Department 
Conciliation Enhancement
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Q-and-A with Interpreter Jeremy Brunson

What is your current position and how long have you worked at the Superior Court of 
Arizona in Maricopa County?

My current position is Court Interpreter Certified.  I am an American Sign Language/English 
Interpreter for the Courts.  I am the only sign language interpreter on staff.  I have worked 
for Maricopa County for a total of 3.5 years as a staff member.  Before being hired as a staff 
interpreter, I worked as a freelance interpreter for the Court.

I understand you were invited to help create a training program for sign language 
interpreters in the country of Mongolia. Tell us how and why you were selected?

Yes.  I have a PhD in Sociology and I have trained interpreters in both workshop settings and in 
graduate programs throughout the United States.  I have also given talks to various audiences 
throughout Europe.  Over the years, I have presented and published work in the sociology of 
interpreting, video relay service, and legal interpreting.  A group of interpreters in Mongolia, 
MASLI, applied for a Fulbright grant.  They were awarded the grant.  As soon as they were 
awarded the grant, they contacted me to see if I would be interested in working on the grant.  
They had heard of my work in sociology, video relay service, and legal settings, all of which they 
were hoping to include in their training program at Mongolia International University Of course, 
it sounded very exciting.  I am very excited that CITS supported me taking advantage of this 
opportunity.  

What is your favorite thing about working for Court?

I enjoy the logic of law. Most assignments afford the interpreter the ability to gain insight into 
different fields; however, interpreting in the Court constantly challenges me and I am educated 
every day.  I learn a great deal about legal theory by sitting in the courtroom waiting for my case 
to be called.  

What made you decide to work for the court?

I had been doing legal interpreting in many different states and the District of Columbia.  When 
the position at the Courts became available, I thought it would be a nice fit for me.  I was right.  

Tell us about your first job.

My first job was at Whataburger.  It didn’t pay much but I worked great deal of overtime so, at 
16, I was living large.  I worked while I was in high school.  

If you weren’t working as a sign language interpreter, what do you think you would be?

If I weren’t working as an interpreting, I would probably be a college professor.  It is hard to 
imagine not being an interpreter.  My entire adult life has been spent mastering this craft.  Even 
my graduate studies focused on some aspect of sign language interpreting.  I don’t know what I 
would have studied in graduate school  if I didn’t have experience as an interpreter.

Jeremy Brunson



Judicial Branch Administrator Raymond Billotte was named 
as one of 30 finalists for the NextGen Public Service Award. 

The award recognizes government leaders who have 
demonstrated benevolence, competence, integrity, dedication, 
and commitment to improve and inspire our communities.

The Next Generation of Government Training Summit 
educates, inspires and promotes innovation and positive 
growth for emerging leaders in government.
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Award Nomination Employees Ace It

Keeping us Safe

The men and women 
of the Judicial Branch 
Security Department 
are dedicated to 
providing a safe and 
secure environment 
in support of Court 
operations.  One critical 
component of security 
operations is the entry 
screening process at 
each facility entry point.  

Equipment such as 
X-Ray machines, walk-through magnetometers, and hand-
held metal detectors are used to identify prohibited items. 
On average, Officers process 66,000 – 70,000 visitors each 
week across all Judicial Branch facilities.  During that same 
time frame, approximately 1,200 contraband items are 
either seized and disposed of, or the customer immediately 
removes them from the facility.

Officers find a vast array of items that are brought to the 
facilities each day, from pepper spray, mace, and tasers, 
to hand guns, brass knuckles and knives.  Also, drugs and 
drug paraphernalia are routinely found and turned over to 
law enforcement officers.  In the last year, Officers found 24 
loaded firearms.  

Items confiscated by security in the 
last two weeks.

Are you Prepared?

The Security Department is committed to improving the 
overall readiness of all Judicial Branch employees and 
providing a safe environment for customers and visitors.

The Emergency Management Section has updated the 
Emergency Evacuation Team (EET) training and is offering 
a course for Floor Wardens, Alternate Floor Wardens and 
Sweepers.  Attendees will be given general information 
on procedures to follow before and during emergency 
situations to include:

• Preparedness activities to maintain readiness  
 before an emergency
• Emergency Evacuation Team member   
 responsibilities during emergencies

Submitted by Sean Gibbs
Court Security Director

Submitted by Sean Gibbs
Court Security Director

Tamara Ogden and Jeremy Mullen completed the Arizona Court 
Executive program with the National Center for State Courts. Left 
to right - Judicial Branch Administrator Raymond Billotte, Jeremy 
Mullen, Tamara Ogden and Court Administrator for Superior 
Court in Mohave County Kip Anderson. 
 


